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THE RETIREMENT OF THOMAS H. BENTON FROM THE 
SENATE AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE. 


II. 


As one might naturally infer from the passage of the Jack- 
sos Resolutions, the radical pro-slavery element in Missouri, 
the Anti-Bentonites, had acquired sufficient strength and cour- 
age in 1849 to take the field openly against Benton and in sup- 
port of the Resolutions. A majority of the newspapers appear 
to have been Anti-Benton. (1) Men of great ability, in public 
addresses and letters, denied the soundness of Benton’s views, 
denounced his course and justified their own, making much of 
his refusal to obey the instructions of the Legislature. (2) 
Among these public and outspoken critics of Benton, none 
were more conspicuous than his colleague in the Senate, David 





1. As early as the ist of July, 1849, the following Democratic 
newspapers, and perhaps others, were actively opposed to Benton: 
The Metropolitan, at Jefferson City; The Platte Argus, at Platte City; 
The Missouri Courier, The Southern Standard, The Fayette Demo- 
crat; The Howard County Banner; The Northeastern Reporter; The 
Louisiana (Mo.) Banner, the Grand River Chronicle. The principal 
papers supporting Benton were the St. Louis Union, and the Jefferson 
City Enquirer. The Whig press was on the whole Anti-Benton. See the 
Western Hagie, 6 July, 1849. 


2. Both Benton and Judge Birch, (Anti), spoke at Liberty, 16 
July, 1849. 
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R. Atkinson, and James S. Green, of St. Louis. The former 
had been re-elected to the Senate for a full term by the General 
Assembly which had passed the Jackson Resolutions. The 
latter, a brilliant young lawyer, was a member of the House of 
Representatives, and in 1857 succeeded Atchison in the Senate. 
Both Atchison and Green wrote letters designed for publication 
in which they set forth at great length their position upon the 
issues raised by the Resolutions and Benton’s appeal. Mr. 
Green wrote probably the ablest reply to Benton and made the 
most adroit attack of the campaign upon the latter’s atti- 
tude toward the subject of slavery. (3) 

Green’s letter, (4) dated Washington, D. C., December 
10, 1849, opens with a discussion and emphatic endorsement of 
the right of State Legislatures to instruct Senators in Con- 
gress. Benton’s course in refusing obedience, amounting to 
**a practical abandonment of the doctrine of instruction,’’ is 
then taken up for the purpose of discrediting the Senator in the 
eyes of the Missouri Democracy. By a species of casuistry 
the writer then endeavors to show that the Jackson Resoln- 
tions, literally interpreted, imposed no obligations with which 
a person holding Colonel Benton’s views of the power of Con- 
gress over slavery in the Territories could not consistently 
comply. 

Benton’s charge that the Resolutions were forced through 
the Legislature by fraud and deception, Green takes up next, 
and evades without directly denying. Having charged Sena- 


3. Respecting the importance of Green in the war against 
Benton, James G. Blaine said: “Green had done more than any 
other man in Missouri to break the power of Thomas H. Benton as 
a leader of the Democracy. His arraignment of Benton before the 
people of Missouri in 1849, when he was but thirty-two years of age, 
was one of the most aggressive and successful warfares in our 
political annals.” 1 Twenty Years of Congress, 273. I have been 
able to discover very little evidence other than the letter mentioned 
above which justifies this high estimate of Green’s efforts against 
Benton. I have also been unable to discover a copy of the letter 
which Atchison wrote. Its existence is mentioned, and a paragraph 
from it is quoted, by the Jefferson Inquirer, 21 May, 1853. 

4. This letter was addressed to Messrs. John S. Farish, John 
W. Minor, Thomas Roberts, Wesley Burks, and others, citizens of 
Schuyler County, Mo. A copy of this letter in pamphlet form is 
in the possession of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis. 
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tor Benton with an abandonment of the doctrine of instruction, 
devoid of the slightest technical justification, Mr. Green pro- 
ceeds to inpeach Senator Benton’s ‘‘soundness’’ upon the 
slavery issue, and especially with reference to the Wilmot 
Proviso; and this is the most significant part of the letter. 
‘*Our Resolutions of instruction,’’ wrote Green, ‘‘seem to have 
been drawn with the special intention to condemn the Wilmot 
Proviso, (5) and all measures of a kindred nature.’’ Senator 
Benton’s opposition to these Resolutions induced the writer to 
believe that Benton was ‘‘really in favor of that fanatical and 
treacherous measure.’’ ‘‘His recent conduct and speeches 
afforded strong corroborative evidence of the same fact.’’ (6) 
Continuing in this line of attack, Green went on to say: 

‘On questions so vital, so momentous as this, it is 
certainly important that the people should know precisely, 
without doubt or ambiguity, the opinions of their public ser- 
vants. How else can they expect to be faithfully and truly rep- 
resented? Colonel Benton has »een asked frequently by his 
constituents for his opinions on the subject, and he has never 
answered any one so as to make himself understood; nor would 
he give them the least satisfaction. He replied ‘I make no 
pledges—I give no bonds;’ and in no instance would he answer 
whether he was for or against Free Soilism. Now, I believe 
from the facts above given, together with various others, that 
he is as much a Free Soiler as David Wilmot; but yet there are 
many good and worthy citizens of our State who think he is 
against Free Soilism, and would abandon him in an instant if 
they believed he would favor that odious and dangerous 
scheme. To my certain knowledge some of his friends con- 
sider him committed for the Proviso, and others consider him 
against it. One or the other of these must be deceived— 
one or the other must be disappointed. In such case, neither 





5. The black face type is mine. 

6. Numerous passages from Benton’s speeches are then cited 
in support of this statement, after which Mr. Green launched into 
a long argument against the Proviso. Beginning with the campaign 
of 1849, it will be observed that the assaults upon Benton ére concen- 
trated upon his position toward the Proviso, as in 1844 they had been 
directed against his position upon the Texas question. 
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one should repose any confidence in the man, who knowingly 
and willfully practices such duplicity and double-dealing as 
must eventuate in the disappointment of one or both; and no 
man can tell but that he himself may be the sufferer....”’ 

The letter closed with a brief allusion to public sentiment 
in Missouri toward the Wilmot Proviso, and to the character of 
the canvass conducted by Colonel Benton during the preceding 
summer and autumn. 

That the campaign of 1849 in Missouri had b2en not only 
one of more than ordinary interest and excitement but also 
exceedingly acrimonious appears more clearly from a letter 
written by Adam Klippel, (7) a strong Benton sympathizer, 
to Hon. Salmon P. Chase while the canvass was at its height. 
The letter was dated St. Joseph, Missouri, September 14th, 
1849, and in it the writer gives tre following brief but vivid 
and circumstantial account of the agitation and acrimony at- 
tending this remarkable campaign: 

‘‘Dear Sir—You are no doubt aware of the excitement 
aud agitation in Missouri on the slavery question, and the ex- 
traordinary exertions now going on to defeat Col. Benton’s re- 
election to the Senate...... Believe me, sir, the excitement 
prevalent in this State at this moment, is fully equal to a Presi- 
dential campaign, such as we have seen in Ohio last summer 
and fall. Everywhere Benton’s appeal, his course, slavery 
in the Territories, abolitionism, &s., &c., are discussed and talk- 
ed over most lively. And Mr. Benton is traveling over the 
State making speeches to the people, and at every place he goes 
immense numbers are present to hear. Mr. Benton spoke in 
this town on the 9th of August, to a very large concourse of 
people—about 1,500 persons....I was afraid Mr. Benton 
would commit a blunder, as his mind was very mach excited. 
A little previous to making his speech, he was arrested for 


7. At the time of writing this letter, Klippel was a printer. 
Later he became a clergyman in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and an editor. In 1860 he took the stump with Carl Schurz in 
Missouri in behalf of Lincoln. (Rep. Am. Hist. Assn., 1902, vol. II.) 





Diary and Correspondence of S. P. Chase, 470, citing U. S. Bio- 
graphical Dictionary (Missouri Volume). The letter quoted in the 
text is also given in the same volume, 470, ff. 
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slander. Judge James H. Birech—who is following Benton 
wherever he goes, making opposition speeches—was the man 
that sued Benton, for accusing him of whipping his wife. (8) 
‘Judge Birch speke here last Saturday (Sept. 8) together 
with our own representative in Congress—Willard P. Hall, the 
latter taking only a milder ground of opposition to Mr. Ben- 
ton. Every disguise, as to the intention of these men towards 
Benton, is done away. They openly declare that they ‘‘are 
determined to put down Benton!’’ All the judges, more or 
less, in Missouri are out against Benton; and Mr. Benton in 
return comes down upon them in no unqualified terms—call- 
ing them nullifiers, disunionists, &«. I am sorry Mr. Benton 
indulges in so much profanity. It looks certainly very bad, 
especially so in a Statesman. He curses the judges personally, 
and everybody else that disagrees with him. Yet in this 
respect his opponents—Atchison and all his followers, the 
Judges—are not a whit behind. Nine out of twenty-two 
democratic papers in the State, it appears are out against Ben- 
ton, and are unbounded in villifying him, and such epithets as 
‘Traitor,’ ‘Apostate,’ ‘Scoundrel,’ ‘Barnburner,’ ‘ Abolitionist,’ 
‘Free Soiler,’ are continually heaped upon him unsparingly. 
At the head of these stands the Jefferson City ‘Metropolitan’ 
---a miserable sheet,....I am afraid Benton will be defeated. 
The people of Missouri, however, so far as I have been able to 
see will sustain Col. Benton. But notwithstanding this, I am 
afraid,—very much afraid---our General Assembly will drop 
Benton, and send in his place another such a dough-head and 





8. See footnote on a preceding page, quoting Paxton’s Annals, 
117. 

9. Calhoun wrote to Thomas G. Clemson, 24 Aug. 1849: 
“ ...Benton and Clay are both playing for the North. I enclose in 
pamphlet form my notice of his assault on me....It is, so far as I 
have heard, regarded as triumphant. It is said that he will not be 
able to sustain himself in Missouri. His colleague, Gen. Atchison, 
savs he has no chance to be re-elected.” Calhoun’s Correspondence 
(Rep. Am. Hist. Assn., 1899) 771. 

In the same month Calhoun wrote to A. W. Venable: “I hear 
from Missouri that Benton’s days are numbered. Atchison and 
Green say that he has as good a chance to be elected Pope, as to 
be elected Senator.” Ibid, 770; see also, Ibid, 1204. 
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Slavery-Propogandist as General Atchison, who is also now 
canvassing the State against Benton.....’’ (10) 

The effect of Benton’s appeal and the canvass which en- 
sued, was, in the words of another contemporary, to ‘‘stir 
popular feeling from its profoundest depths.’’ (11) Benton’s 
appeal assumed the character of a test. Upon it and upon 
the Jackson Resolutions, including the subject of slavery in 
the Territories, it ‘‘became obligatory for every one to give 
an opinion who was a solicitor for public favor.’’ (12) 
Political friends ‘‘completely separated’’ upon the Resolu- 
tions and were ‘‘widely diversified in sentiment about their 
construction.’’ (13) Democratic candidates for Congress 
found it necessary to write circular letters to their constitu- 
ents in which they carefully defined their position upon the 
burning issues of the day. ‘‘These resolutions,’’ wrote one 
candidate for Congress, (14) ‘‘have been so much discussed, 
so critically reviewed, so wildly denounced, and so warmly 
eulogized, that it becomes almost impossible to divest the 
mind of the over-heightened colorings that have been thrown 
around them, and subject them to a calm, philosophic re- 
view.’’ (15) 

The political ferment was not confined to the ranks of 
the Democratic party in Missouri; it affected the Whigs also. 
The attitude of the latter party throughout the campaign of 

10. I have not been able to learn the itinerary of either Atchi- 
son or Birch. The former spoke in St. Joseph the latter part of 


September and probably spoke in Jackson in the same month. See 
The Western Eagle, 31 Aug. 1849. 

11. Col. William F. Switzler of Columbia, Mo. 

12. Circular of Mr. James S. Bowlin to his constituents, the 
Voters of the First Congressional District in Missouri, (1850); a 
pamphlet belonging to the Missouri Historical Society. 

13. Ibid. 

14. /Mr. Bowlin, op. cit. Mr. Bowlin at first tried to maintain 
a neutral attitude, but was soon forced to take sides, and then came 
out against Benton. 

15. There is an echo of this storm and stress period of 1849 
in the proceedings of Congress which met in December, 1849, in 
connection with the presentation of the Jackson Resolutions in the 
Senate by Mr. Atchison on the 3d of Jan. 1850; 21 Cong. Globe, 
Pt. I, 98; Senate Journal, 1st session, 31 Cong. 48. Benton’s re 
marks on this occasion are reproduced in another connection in 32 
Thirty Years’ View, 361-2. The Resolutions were presented to the 
House by Mr. Green, 31 Dec., 1849; House Journal, 203. 
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1849-1850 is well described by Colonel Switzler, himself a- 
contemporary Whig: (16) 

‘“‘The Whigs, at all times a minority in the State, 
claimed to occupy a position of ‘armed neutrality’ touching 
the distracting questions which threatened the unity and 
power, if not the very existence of their Democratic oppo- 
nents. It is not to be denied, however, that quite naturally, 
they sought to foment the prevailing discord, and in refer- 
ence to the Jackson Resolutions themselves, sympathized 
with Colonel Benton. (17) Their representatives in both 
branches of the General Assembly had opposed them by 
speech and vote at the time of their adoption, and for similar 
reasons to those afterwards presented by Colonel Benton in 
nis warfare upon them.’’ By the time it became necessary 
to elect a successor to Benton in 1850, ‘‘the Whigs them- 
selves were to some extent divided into Benton and Anti- 
Benton Whigs, designations which attached to the one seg- 
ment or the other according to the intensity of its pro- 
slavery or anti-slavery sentiments.’’ 

Very little evidence has been found which indicates 
clearly what the leaders and lieutenants of the two great 
factions in the Missouri Democracy did in the spring and 
summer of 1850. Apparently the State’s two Senators, 
Benton and Atchison, were fully occupied with the absorbing 
topics then engrossing the attention not only of Congress 
but of the whole country. We read of few speeches in Mis- 
souri; in fact, few were needed, for the issues had all been 
clearly defined during the exciting contest of the year pre- 
ceding. 





16. History of Missouri, 272. 

17. This may be true in general, but there were numerous ex- 
ceptions. For example, The Western Eagle endorsed the substance 
of the Resolutions, but repudiated the idea of nullification or se- 
cession. The Whigs naturally availed themselves of the disaffection 
in the Democratic ranks to conduct a State and Congressional 
campaign of unusual vigor in 1850. See The Western Eagle, 17 Aug., 
1849, 29 Mar., 28 June, 19 July, 2 Aug.. and 23 Aug., 1850. As early 
as the ist of April, 1850, the possibility of bringing about the election 
of a Whig to the Senate was appreciated, and urged in the Whig 
press. See The Western Eagle, 12 April, 1850, communication from 
A New Madrid Whig. 
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In August were to be elected members of the General 
Assembly which would choose a successor to Senator Benton. 
That individual, on the whole, appears to have viewed the 
situation with far too much calmness, apparently overesti- 
mating his influence and the strength of his following. 
Often he refused in a decidedly cavalier fashion requests 
from his constituents to appear before them and speak upon 
the issues. (18) 

Some attempt seems to have been made to heal the 
schism caused by the Jackson Resolutions and Benton’s ap-- 
peal. Overtures were made by the Antis to the Bentonites 
looking toward a united Democratic ticket in the August 
campaign. This prospect of reconciliation was swept away 
by the following spirited letter from Senator Benton, dated 
Washington City, March 8, 1850, (19) in which he declared 
that he ‘‘would sooner sit in council with the six thousand 
dead, who have died of cholera in St. Louis, than to go into 
convention with such a gang of scamps.’’ ‘‘I will not mix with 
them, nor give, nor take help. Let them have their own 
ticket and we ours. let us have a clean Democratic ticket— 
no taint of Calhounism, i. e., secession, disunion, nullification. 
in it. Let them have their own ticket, and elect it if they 
ean; or defeat ours if they can. The point is to defeat 
them. The public good requires it; the harmony and the 
preservation of the Union require it. The Missouri elections 
this year are a turning point in the drama of disunion.’’ (20) 

When the returns from the August elections were all in, 
it was evident that the newly elected Legislature would be 
divided into three factions, Bentonites, Anti-Bentonites and 


18. Roger’s Benton, 313. Benton spoke in St. Louis, 9 Nov., 


1850. This is the only speech of his in the campaign of 1850 which 
I bave found. 


19. The name of the party to whom this letter was addressed 
is not given in The Western Eagle, 15 April, 1850, where the letter 
is printed. 


20. This was substantially the course pursued in the campaign 
of 1850. 
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Whigs, in such a way that no one faction could command 
the majority necessary to effect the election of a Senator. (21) 
When the General Assembly convened. December 30th, 
the caucus of Bentonites sent a message to the Anti-Benton 
caucus inquiring if the latter would join with the Bentonites 
for the purpose of effecting an organization of the Legisla- 
ture. To this message the Antis replied in a resolution which 
stated that ‘‘whenever the Benton Democracy shall abandon 
Colonel Benton as their candidate for United States Senator 
and their support of his ‘Appeal’ from the instructions of 
the last General Assembly of Missouri, and the principles 
maintained by him relative to the subject of slavery, then 
this meeting will with great pleasure join all Democrats in 
carrying out the great fundamental principles of the Demo- 
eratic party, as set forth in the Baltimore platform of 1844 
and 1848, provided they recognize the rights of instruction 
by the Legislature of their Senators in Congress.’’ (22) 
With such terms, amounting to a complete surrender of their 
position, the Benton men could not of course comply. (23) 

The joint sessions of the two Houses for the purpose of 
electing a Senator began on the 10th of January, 1851, and 
continued to be held from day to day until the 22d. On the 
11th, Mr. Hill, a member of the House, offered in joint ses- 
sion the following resolution: 

‘*Resolved, That the one-half of the State of Missouri 
is now misrepresented in the person of Thomas H. Benton 
in the United States Senate, and that the two houses, now 
in joint session will not adjourn except as may suit their 
convenience until a United States Senator who will reflect 





21. See the comment upon the result of the August elec- 
tions in The Western Eagle, 9 Aug. 1850; and an editorial review 
of Benton‘s speech at St. Louis, 9 Nov. 1850, in issue of 15 Nov. 1850. 

22. The Western Eagle, 3 Jan, 1851. Telegraphic accounts of 
legislative proceedings appeared regularly in this paper beginning 
with this issue. 

23. See also in this connection, reports of House and Senate 
Committees on Federal Relations, in Missouri House Journal, appen- 
dix, 239, and Missouri Senate Journal, appendix, 249. 
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the true interests of the State shall have been elected, or 
until the 5th day of March, next.’’ (24) 

The resolution was laid upon the table, but it is sig- 
nificant of the animus of the Anti-Benton members, and the 
resolute determination of some to compass the defeat of 
Benton at any price. 

‘“‘The war of the factions raged furiously, each ‘wing’ 
of the Democratic party preferring the success of the Whigs 
to the success of the opposing division of their own party. 
ere a portion of the line of each of the op- 
posing forces gave way, and victory perched upon the ban- 
ner of the Whigs.’’ (25) On the fortieth ballot, Henry S. 
Geyer, a lawyer of eminent ability residing in St . Louis, 
was elected for the term of six years beginning March 4th, 
1851. On that date Thomas H. Benton, after a period of 
thirty years’ service, ceased to be a Senator of the United 
States. 

According to the calculation of his enemies, Benton 
shouki have retired from political life after his defeat in 
1851; (26) but they had reckoned without their host. A Ben- 
ton temporarily cast down and a Benton vanquished and 
destroyed were two entirely different things, as they were 
soon to discover. Benton immediately set about reorganizing 
his ‘‘bolt’’ from the regular Democratic organization in Mis- 
souri. (27) 

When the parties in that State were about to prepare 
for the Congressional, State and Presidential elections in 
1852, the Antis made another effort to heal the schism which 
had resulted in the election of a Whig as Senator, and sought 
to bring together into one State convention all who still 

24. Missouri Sena.. Journal, 1850-51, 88. See also report 


of the House Committee on Federal Relations, in Missouri House 
Journal, appendix, 239, ff. 

25. Switzler’s Missouri, 275. The break in the Democratic 
ranks began about the 16th of January, and seems to have come 
from the Anti-Benton side. See the dispatch sent to The Western 
Eagle on that day, issue of 17 Jan., 1851. 

26. Statement of Judge William C. Price, reported to me by 
Mr. Connelley. 

27. See the Washington Correspondent of the Louisville (Ky.) 
Courier, quoted in The Western Eagle, 21 March, 1851. 
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claimed to be Democrats. But with this Benton would have 
nothing to do. Leters were published by him in denunciation 
of the movement toward factional reconciliation, and his 
followers were forbidden to participate in the State Demo- 
cratic convention which met at Jefferson City early in the 
summer of 1852. That convention, composed mainly of radi- 
cals, manifested a willingness to forget the past, including 
Benton’s ‘‘hostility to the Compromise measure of 1850,”’ 
his disobedience of the legislative instructions, and his open 
‘*bolt’’ from the Democratic party, ‘‘on condition that he 
and his supporters would ‘acquiesce’ in the. adjustment 
measures of 1850 and the principles they established, and 
in good faith adhere to the party. organization and romi- 
nees.’’ (28) * 

In less than two months after the Jefferson City con- 
vention, ‘‘Colonel Benton took the stump again in Missouri, 
denounced the Democratic State convention and its plat- 
form, derided all who adhered to it, and proclaimed that he 
would never again support the nominees even of a Demo- 
cratic National Convention.’’ (29) 

Acting in accordance with Colonel Benton’s admonitions, 
‘*his friends drew off from the Democratic party in most 
portions of the State where they had any strength. Jn the 
First Congressional District, the regular convention nomi- 
nated as the Democratic candidate for Congress, Col. Lewis 
V. Bogy; the Benton men bolted and Colonel Benton ran 
as an independent candidate. His example and his advice 
were followed generally by his friends; they bolted from the 
regular Democratic organization, formed a new organization 
and continued to act under it until after the defeat of 
Benton for re-election to the Senate in 1854-55. 

Colonel Benton’s election to the House of Representatives 
was merely an episode in his struggle for re-election to the 





28. Rev, Mo, Politics, 8. 
29. Ibid. 
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Senate. (30.) The same fury and vehemence and vituper- 
ation characterize his campaign in 1852 that had distin- 
guished his canvass three years earlier. ‘Throughout the 
whole of the tremendous contest for election to the House, 
from which he emerged triumphant, ‘“‘he spared no public 
or personal denunciation. He exhausted every expletive 
of abuse. He ransacked the entire range of the English 
language for terms of scorn and derision. He spared no 
character. He wavered in no contest. He struck at cvery- 
thing and everybody, fiercely, powerfully, and with a rude 
grandeur of gigantic rage and hate. He was an angry Vulcan 
forging and launching thunderbolts of hate.’’ (31) 

Long after Colonel Benton’s election to the House, the 
war of the factions continued. In August, 1852, a special 
session of the Legislature was ealled to consider the sub- 
ject of Internal Improvements, a subject which, during this 
period, was ordinarily deeply exciting of itself in Missouri 
politics. Great, however, ‘‘as was the particular interest 
everywhere felt in the early completion’’ of the railroads 
within the State, ‘‘nothing could obscure the camp-fires of 
the political factions, or smooth the ragged edge of their 
conflicts. Fresh from the turbulence of the State canvass, 
which had closed on the first Monday of the month, the 
Senators and Representatives of the people, supplemented by 
a large and active lobby, assembled at the Capitol, and at 
the very threshhold confronted the questions of Benton and 
Anti-Benton, Free-soil and Slave-soil, Whig and Democrat, 
Hard and Soft. Therefore, a most bitter and protracted 
struggle ensued in the organization of the House, during 
which the special subjects for which the session had been 


30. Yet the campaign of 1852 involved issues of more sig- 
nificance than the personal defeat or triumph of one leader and 
his faction, the Jackson Resolutions and the Wilmot Proviso and 
Benton’s opposition to the Compromise measures of 1850 still lay 
at the bottom of the factional war. See the letter of Benton to 
the editor of the Boonville, (Mo.) Observer, in June, 1852, quoted 
in Rev. Mo. Politics, 106. 


31. Comment of the New Orleans Crescent upon Benton’s 


election to the House, quoted in Jefferson Inquirer, 28 Aug., 1852. 
See also Rev. Mo. Pol., 106. 
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called were entirely forgotten ...... And thus the conflict 
raged, the ‘Jackson Resolutions’ being the real element of 
discord; the Benton Democrats avowing the purpose to ex- 
punge them from the Journal; the Antis, to keep them there; 
the Whigs securely poised on the pedestal of ‘armed neu- 
trality.’’’ (32) 

This special session of the (teneral Assembly did not 
adjourn finally until two days before the time fixed by stat- 
ute for the assembling of the next regular session, which 
began 27 Dec., 1852, and adjourned 24 Feb., 1853: ‘‘a stormy 
session—storms in both Houses over the Jackson Resolutions, 
and the question of slavery, secession and disunion.’’ (33) 
With the close of this session we are brought to the begin- 
ning of the memorable campaign of 1853 which marks the 
culmination of Benton’s effort to secure his restoration to 
the Senate—a campaign deserving of’a detailed treatment 
which can not be given here. 

To the story of Colonel Benton’s retirement from the 
Senate, and his struggle for restoration, there attaches a 
significance and an importance which is wholly distinct from 
its value as an episode in biography and local history. It 
constitutes one of the earliest chapters in the genesis of the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise. 

The term of David R. Atchison, as Senator from the 
State of Missouri, would expire March 4th, 1855; Mr. Atchi- 
son desired to succeed himself; Colonel Benton determined 
to contest the seat in the interest of his own restoration. 
The Legislature upon which would devolve the duty of 
choosing Atehison’s successor would not be elected until 
August, 1854. Nevertheless, early in 1853, Colonel Benton 
announced his candidacy, and at once commenced a vigorous 
campaign to capture the Legislature to be chosen the fol- 
lowing year—a campaign distinguished by a degree of bit- 
terness and personal denunciation fully equal to that which 
characterized the campaigns of 1849 and 1852. 


32. Switzler’s Missouri, 276-277. (Missouri House Journal, 519. 
33. Ibid. 
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Benton conceived the idea of making political capital 
for himself by advocating the immediate opening of the 
Nebraska country to white settlement, leaving the Missouri 
Compromise inhibition intact; and by also advocating the 
early construction by the Federal Government of the rail- 
road from the Mississippi river across the State of Missouri, 
to the Pacific coast, along what, in the discussions of the 
day, was called the ‘‘central’’ route. The consummation of 
both these measures would be at once popular with, and 
pecuniarily profitable to, the people of Missouri. As indis- 
pensible to both these projects, Benton ostentatiously cham- 
pioned in 1853 the immediate organization of a territorial 
government in Nebraska. 

By this unexpected maneuver which seriously threat- 
ened his supremacy in the western part of the State, Atchison 
was placed in the dilemma of either being compelled to as- 
sume an attitude of opposition to the new measures cham- 
pioued by Benton which were imme: sely popular and clearly 
in the interest of large classes within the State, thereby 
jeopardizing his own popularity and seriously diminishing 
the chances of preventing Benton’s restoration; or else he 
must accept the humiliating alternative of appearing as the 
tail to Benton’s kite. Early in 1853 it became evident that 
his only hope lay in appealing to the slaveholding interests 
of the State by supporting Benton’s Nebraska measure in a 
modified form. Accordingly Atchison declared in favor of 
the early establishment of a territorial government in Ne- 
braska, but qualified his declaration by refusing to support 
any measure which prevented slaveholders of Missouri from 
entering the new Territory with his slave-property. In effect 
this amounted to a demand for the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise restriction, and it was so understood at the 
time. Atchison also promised to support measures looking 
to the construction of a railroad from some point in Missouri 
to the Pacific, but declined to bind himself to any particular 
route in the absence of completed and detailed surveys of 
the different routes then under consideration. But the prin- 
cipal issue in 1853 was over the Nebraska territorial problem: 
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should Nebraska be organized as a Territory under the old 
Compromise prohibition of slavery, as Benton demanded; or 
should the question of slavery or no slavery be left for de- 
cision in accordance with the principle of ‘‘squatter’’ sover- 
eignty, for which Atchison contended? Over this was waged 
the last great political battle, having any prospect of suc- 
cess, in Colonel Benton’s long and tempestuous career. In 
the end his championship of Nebraska proved a boomerang, 
and resulted in the political annihilation of both himself and 
his most formidable oppcnent, Atchison. 


P. O. RAY. 








THE DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION OF MISSOURI 
IN 1860. 


No State in the Union was more violently convulsed in 
1860 by the fierce contention of political parties, and bitter 
factional feuds within the parties, than was Missouri. The 
defeat of Colonel Benton and Freesoilism in 1856 had in- 
spired the leaders of the old-line Democratic party with con- 
fidence that Missouri was securely anchored to the principles 
of Calhoun, and policies declared by the renowned Jackson 
Resolutions; and, until the close of 1859, they entertained 
but little doubt that Southern influence would continue to 
predominate in State and National legislation. 

But within the Democratic party of the State, then 
largely in the majority, there was a strong conservative ele- 
ment of thoughtful men who foresaw the doom of the insti- 
tution of slavery and impending peril of the Union, and who, 
yet loyal to the party, were favorable to the policy of honor- 
able concessions that promised hope of averting, or, at least, 
postponing for a time, the threatened disruption. The seeds 
of dissension in the Democratic party planted during the 
acrimonious discussions of the questions involved in the 
Kansas-Nebracha measures of 1854, and germinating in the 
heated contest two years later that relegated Colonel Benton 
to private life, were, in 1860 blossoming with ominous por- 
tents of coming disaster. The two factions were yet under 
the same banner, not as friends, however, but antagonists 
held together only by fear of a common enemy. 

Such was the status of party unity when Claiborne F. 
Jackson, chairman of the State Democratic Central Commit- 
tee, called the first Democratic State convention to order at 
11 o’clock a. m., on the 9th day of April, 1860, in the Hall 
of Representatives at Jefferson City. The Democracy of 
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every county in the State excepting three was there repre- 
sented, and a large proportion of the counties were repre- 
sented by full delegations. The two factions of the party 
were at once marshaled by their alert leaders for the inevi- 
table contest to gain control of the Convention’s organization. 
There was no skirmishing, or any attempt at dilatory tactics, 
or strategy; but the gage of battle was offered by one side, 
and promptly accepted by the other. From the first move 
it was evident that neither faction was actuated by any 
spirit of conciliation, or willing to purchase harmony at the 
price of concession of any material point in controversy. 

Immediately upon conclusion of Mr. Jackson’s intro- 
ductory remarks, and his announcement that nominations for 
temporary chairman of the Convention were in order, James 
N. Burnes, of Platte county, who was tacitly recognized as 
the leading exponent of ultra-Southern sentiment, commenced 
the fray by placing in nomination for that office Judge Row- 
land, of Macon county, a pronounced opponent of Douglas 
for the Presidency. This challenge was met without hesi- 
tation by Capt. Thomas B. Hudson, of St. Louis, by nomi- 
nating for the same position Dr. E. D. Bevitt, of St Charles, 
a conservative politician of the passive, or ‘‘anything for 
peace’’ order, but yet a reliable supporter of Douglas and 
his political heresies. Then the earnest contest for supremacy 
began. The nominations were seconded by several partisan 
friends of the respective candidates in fiery speeches review- 
ing and discussing the points of factional variance, each sur- 
passing the other in severity of denunciation, and intensity 
of feeling, until the wrangling became general, and threat- 
ened to extinguish at the initial step of the Convention all 
hope of harmony and unity of action. 

Seeing that impending danger, Gov. Young, of Lafayette 
county, essayed to pour oil on the surging waves by offer- 
ing, as a compromise, a motion that Ex-Gov. Sterling Price, 
one of the most prominent of the conservatives, be chosen 
by acclamation the temporary presiding officer. Instantly 
Jim Burnes was on his feet vehemently objecting to Gov. 
Young’s peace offering, and denouncing it as a wily scheme 








——— 


114 MISSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW. 


of the Douglas men to gain control of the convention by false 
pretenses, and he pressed with renewed vigor the candidacy 
of Judge Rowland. By that time the adherents of Douglas 
were convinced they were a hopeless minority, but continued 
the contest by filibustering tactics until, finally outgeneraled, 
a ballot was taken resulting in the election of Judge Row- 
land by a majority admitting of no doubt that his supporters 
were masters of the situation. In this first engagement the 
minority was defeated, but not vanquished. For three days 
it ably and fearlessly contended at all points with the ‘‘fire 
eaters,’’ and in the end gained a practical victory, though 
it was barren in ultimate results. 

After a needed recess the convention was again called 
to order by Chairman pro. tem. Rowland, and every delegate 
was promptly in his seat. On a motion offered, authorizing 
the presiding officer to appoint a committee consisting of one 
from each Congressional district to select permanent officers 
of the convention, the storm of the forenoon broke out 
afresh, and raged for a time with uncontrollable turbulence. 
But in a lull of the tumult the chair decided the motion to 
have been carried, and proceeded to announce the committee, 
placing at its head the leaders of the opposing factions. Hon. 
John B. Henderson, of Pike, and James N. Burnes, of Platte, 
followed by Peter Wilkes, Haliburton, Ivory, Childs and 
English. Mr. Henderson was the only representative of the 
minority on the Committee, and, though he still courageously 
continued the fight, he was soon overwhelmed, and the cut- 
and-dried list of officers previously agreed upon by the ma- 
jority managers, was reported by Mr. Burnes, as follows: 
President of the Convention, Col. Robert E. Acock, of Polk 
county; Vice Presidents, James M. Hughes, of St. Louis, 
John C. Carter, of Pike, Hancock Jackson, of Randolph, Col. 
John Dougherty, of De Kalb, Gov. James Young, of Lafayette, 
John M. Miller, of Green, and Abram Hunter, of Seott; and 
the Secretaries chosen were Charles L. Rodgers, Warwick 
Hough and Eugene Longuemere, every one of them on the 


list, with exception of Gov. Young, unrelenting opponents 
of Douglas and his doctrines . 
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The Sixth Congressional district, represented in Con- 
gress for more than twenty years by Hon. John S. Phelps, 
then comprising very nearly all that part of the State south 
of the Osage and west of the Gasconade, and usually known 
as ‘‘Southwest Missouri,’’ without a bridge spanning any 
of its numerous streams, without a telegraph line, remote 
from railroads, and with very limited and precarious navi- 
gation of the Osage river, was, from the admission of the 
State into the Union, a stronghold of the Democracy. And, 
though invariably loyal to the party, giving to its candidates 
at every election a practically unanimous vote, its fealty had 
never been rewarded by bestowal of a higher State office 
than that of Secretary of State, a position then occupied by 
Col. Benjamin F. Massey, of Jasper county. The delegates 
from Southwest Missouri in this Convention were united, and 
very urgent, in claiming the candidate for Governor as due 
to their section, and presented as their choice for that high 
honor Hon. Waldo P. Johnson, of St. Clair county. The se- 
lection of Col. Acock, from their region, for President of the 
Convention, was therefore hailed by the Johnson men as an 
important advantage gained. And they spared neither time 
nor labor in their efforts to impress the other delegates ‘with 
the justice of their claim, and the exalted worth of their 
candidate. 

At 10 o’clock on the next morning the session of the 
convention was resumed, with Col. Acock in the chair, and 
proceded to adopt a basis of representation, and appoint the 
various committees necessary to perfect its organization. 
In these matters there were, as usual in such (so-called) 
deliberative bodies, several conflicting interests involved, 
instigating a good deal of wasted oratory in heated debates, 
attended with much noise and confusion. At length the 
motion of Genl. Monroe Parsons to admit both factions of all 
divided delegations prevailed, and a semblance of order was 
restored. The proposition for each district delegation to 
select one of their number—the nine so chosen to constitute 
the committee on resolutions, or platform, was carried with- 
out serious opposition, and in a short time the chair an- 
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nounced, in accordance therewith, the following gentlemen 
as said committee: 
First District-—Hon. John B. Henderson. 
Second District—Hon. Sterling Price. 
Third District—Thomas Poole. 
Fourth District—James N. Burnes. 
Fifth District—M. C. Goodlet. 
Sixth District—Dr. John F. Snyder. 
Seventh Districf—Hon. John Hyer. 
Eighth District—John H. Martin. 
Ninth District—William M. Cooke. 


As the last name was called Hon. Austin A. King obtained 
the floor—for about the twentieth time—on this occasion to 
propose a special plan of his own for the selection of dele- 
gates to represent the Missouri Democracy at the Charleston 
National Convention, taking but little pains to conceal his 
extreme eagerness to have himself selected as one of those 
delegates. 

The committee on resolutions immediately retired from 
the hall to begin earnest work, fully aware of the gravity 
and difficulties of the task assigned us. To formulate a set 
of principles acceptable to the Convention, reconciling all 
the discordant elements there assembled, that at the same 
time would strengthen the party in its appeal to the people 
in the approaching campaign, was both the theory and com- 
plex problem confronting us. The committee indulged in no 
preliminary talk, or exchange of social courtesies, but as 
soon as each member was seated in the committee room 
active skirmishing began. By agreement with Burnes, t}ood- 
let and Hyer, Dr. Snyder commenced the fray by introducing 
a set of resolutions he had the evening before written by 
the request and with the approval of a caucus composed of 
Col. Massey, Waldo P. Johnson, Col. Acock, Burnes, M. M. 
Parsons and a few other southern extremists. They were 
based upon those eternal principles of justice and sound con- 
stitutional law—as we then assumed—expressed by the fa- 
mous ‘‘Jackson Resolutions’’; and which we honestly be- 
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lieved reflected the sentiments of a large preponderance of 
the people of Missouri. 

These resolutions were read very impressively and list- 
ened to attentively, but were not adopted by acclamation. 
They met the able, earnest and dignified opposition of our 
chairman, the gentleman from Pike, Genl. Henderson, who, 
all through the protracted and acrimonious discussions that 
followed, never tor a moment lost his temper, or was in the 
least excited or irritated, but conducted his side of the con- 
troversy, regardless of abundant provocation, with studied 
decorum and courtesy. He was radically opposed to the 
spirit and intent of the Jackson Resolutions, and suggested 
that the best policy for us to pursue, in view of the excited 
condition of popular feeling in the State, would be to con- 
struct a platform of tolerance and conciliation; for, he 
thought, the questions relating to the existence or extension 
of slavery should be eliminated from our State politics and 
referred—where they properly belonged---to Congress. 

James Nelson Burnes, then just beginning public life, in 
exuberant health and spirits, was a splendid type of perfect 
manhood. He was mentally hrilliant, and physically vigor- 
ous and robust. Jn form an Adonis, compactly and fault- 
lessly built, erect and braad-shouldered, with dark curling 
hair over a massive forehead, strong, handsome features, 
sparkling, expressive eyes, and teeth that zl‘stened iike a 
tiger’s beneath a lip that curled in haughty defiance in his im- 
petuous and impassioned oratory. He was an eloquent and 
impressive speaker, always aggressive, impulsive and posi- 
tive, having much of that force called magnetic, that com- 
manded attention and sometimes carried conviction. He was 
at that time an ultra uncempromising champion of every- 
thing claimed by the South, and extolled the Jackson Reso- 
lutions as embodying the true canons of right and justice 
that underlaid our republican institutions. In the committee 
room he led the representatives of Missouri fire-eaters, and 
very ably antagonized Genl. Henderson at every point. 

Genl. Price engaged in the debate as a peace-maker, 
occupying the unsatisfactory position of favoring both sides. 
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He was eminently conservative; but while all his fervent 
sympathies were for the South, he would cheerfully have 
made any reasonable personal sacrifice to preserve harmony 
in our party, and maintain permanent unity, and to promote 
the welfare and prosperity of the people not only of Missiouri, 
but of every section of the Union. 

For twenty-six hours, with exception of brief intervals 
for refreshments and sleep, we continued our discussions and 
contentions, without much regard for parliamentary rules, 
until at length the Burnes’ majority forced a vote upon each 
separate resolution, which they adopted, of course, thereby 
producing a platform differing but little from that first pro- 

~posed. It was passively accepted by Genl. Price, Mr. Poole 
and Mr. Martin. Mr. Henderson firmly refused his assent, 
but unwilling to be instrumental in further adding to the 
discord already prevailing in the Convention, he declined to 
offer a protest or minority report, or in any way voice his 
dissent. He also, as chairman of the committee, declined to 
report the resolutions to the Convention, a duty Genl. Price 
was reluctantly persuaded to discharge. 

The platform commenced with cordial endorsement of 
the principles proclaimed by the Democratic National Con- 
vention at Cincinnati in 1856; followed by the declaration, 
‘*that the Democratic party of Missouri affirms as right these 
eardinal principles on the subject of slavery in the Territo- 
ries : 

(1) That Congress has no power to abolish slavery in 
the Territories. 

(2) That the Territorial Legislature has no power to 
abolish slavery in any Territory, or to prohibit the intro- 
duction of slavery therein; nor any power to exclude slavery. 
therefrom by unfriendly legislation; nor any power to impair 
or destroy the right of property in any slaves by any legis- 
lation whatever. 

(3) That the provisions of the Constitution for the 
rendition of fugitives from service or labor—without the 
adoption of which the Union could not have been formed— 
and the laws of 1793 and 1850, which were enacted to se- 
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eure its execution, and the main features of which being 
similar, bear the impress of nearly seventy years of sanction 
by the highest judicial authority, have unquestionable claim 
to the respect and observance of all who enjoy the benefits 
of our compact of Union; and the acts of State Legislatures 
to defeat the purpose, or nullify the requirements of that 
provision and the laws made in pursuance of it, are hostile 
in character, subversive of the Constitution, and revolution- 
ary in their effect.’’ 

References to the remote contingency of secession, and 
pledging Missouri—in the spirit of the Jackson Resolutions 
—to stand by her sister Southern States in such an cvent, 
proposed in the committee room, were prudently excluded. 
Our fifth resolution advocated ‘‘the peaceable acquisition 
of territory’’ by the purchase of Cuba. The sixth plank en- 
dorsed Congressional aid for the construction of a railroad 
to the Pacific. The seventh denounced John Brown’s raid on 
Harper’s Ferry as ‘‘a genuine demonstration of the intent 
and purpose of the Republican party.’’ In the eighth we 
*‘indignantly repelled the stereotyped charge of lisunion 
sentiment so persistently attributed to the Democracy by 
leaders of the opposition for partisan purposes.’’ The ninth 
resolution enthusiastically endorsed the administration of 
Mr. Buchanan; and two or three others declared the Missouri 
Democracy to favor the prompt payment when due, in coin, 
of all bonds authorized by the General Assembly, the speedy 
completion of the Southwest Branch, and North Missouri 
railroads, and the most rigid economy in public expendi-. 
tures. 

The reading of the resolutions was listened to with ea- 
ger attention, and they were adopted by the convention with 
tumultuous demonstrations of approval. 

During the protracted deliberations of the committee on 
resolutions the convention was entertained with continuous 
oratory in elucidation of ‘‘the issues of the day’’ by the most 
distinguished Democrats of the State, while, at the same time 
aspirants for the several public positions, and their friends, 
were industriously engaged in rallying their forces and 
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strengthening their lines. The platform disposed of, another 
era of speech-making began when the chair announced the 
next business in order was the nomination of candidates for 
State officers, to be chosen by the vote of the counties upon 
roll call, commencing with the position of Governor. Imme- 
diately Judge De Witt Clinton Ballou, of St. Clair county, 
arose, and, in a forceful speech, placed in nomination, as a 
candidate for Governor, Hon. Waldo P. Johnson, of that 
county; claiming that his selection by the convention for the 
highest office in the gift of the Missouri people would be 
‘*simply an act of justice to that portion of the State always 
unswervingly loyal to the party, and always ignored in the 
distribution of its favors.’” When quiet was partially re- 
stored after the prolonged applause that frequently inter- 
rupted and followed Judge Ballou’s speech, his nomination 
of Mr. Johnson was seconded by Col. Nat. Claiborne, of 
Jackson county, a campaign orator without a superior and 
but few equals in the State. His address on that occasion— 
eloquent, brilliant and sensational—stirring the multitude to 
a high pitch of enthusiasm, concluded by imploring the 
Democrats of Missouri to unite and ‘‘stand firm against that 
hydra-headed amalgamation of Abolitionism, Douglasism, and 
Black Republicanism now confronting us intent on abrogating 
the Constitution and establishing an oligarchy upon the ruins 
of our Democratic institutions.”’’ 

Other speakers endorsed Judge Ballou’s nomination 
with somewhat similar flights of oratory, and when the last 
eulogist of Johnson closed, Hon. William H. Buffington and 
Hon. Monroe M. Parsons, of Cole county, Hon. Ferdinand 
Kennett, of Washington, Hon. Claiborne F. Jackson, of Sa- 
line, and Hon. David R. Atchison, of Clay, were also put ia 
nomination for Governor by devoted friends, and the nomi- 
nation of each was repeatedly seconded and endorsed with 
scintillations of rhetorical laudation and telling outbursts of 
patriotic fervor. 

Col. Robert E. Acock, President of the Convention, then 
considerably passed the meridian of life, was one of the old- 
time gentlemen of the Calhoun school of polities; a native of 
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the bluegrass region of Kentucky and of high Virginia 
decent; a capitalist and owner of several hundred acres of 
the best land in Polk county, and the largest slave owner in 
all that part of the State south of the Osage. Fairly well 
educated, he had polished manners, was dignified, courteous 
and very hospitable. In stature he was tall and erect, but, 
in declining years, physically weak and feeble in voice. He 
had served several terms as member of the Lower House of 
the Legislature, and was the recognized party leader of his 
locality, politically and personally bitterly opposed to Col. 
Benton. (1) 

In accepting the chairmanship of the Convention, Col. 
Acock undertook the task that his strength was totally in- 
adequate to accomplish, for no body of respectable men any- 
where could have been more boisterous and refractory than 
this. By the afternoon of the second day he was completely 
exhausted, and his voice could not be heard ten feet away. 
In this exigency, on motion of Col. James M. Hughes, 
ex-Gov. Sterling Price was elected President pro 
tem. of the Convention, and at once assumed the po- 
sition much to Col. Acock’s relief. But the stentorian voice 
and commanding presence of the new presiding officer and 
his energetic use of the gavel, made little impression on the 
tumultuous uproar and confusion, subdued only in a meas- 
ure when balloting was ordered. The first ballot resulted 
as follows: 


EE is onadibecen 16,279 Buffington... ... .. 8,111 
awa” ae ee ch ae ee. 
(re es 
BURG. < ks ek tnive See 


1. When “Old Bullion,” then a candidate for Governor against 
Trusten Polk, addressed the voters of Polk county, at Bolivar, on the 
7th of July, 1856, in his memorable “appeal to the people,” Col. 
Acock replied to him from the judge’s stand in the court house. A 
few of us, residents of the village, though not in accord with his views, 
were sitting with Col. Benton in the shade in front of the hotel near by, 
paying him the attention due his illustrious career, when he asked who 
that was speaking in the court house, and was told it was Col. Acock. 
“Ah,” said he, with a contemptuous sneer, “I thought from the noise he 
makes it might be A cock crowing, but it turns out to be only an old 
hen cackling.” 
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No candidate having received a majoritly of all the votes, 
another ballot was ordered, whereupon Mr. Seay, of St. Louis, 
placed in nomination Hon. Isaac H. Sturgeon, of that city. 
When balloting was finished the votes announced gave 


SAS es 6a Venus 17,364 Sturgeon... ...... .. 4,999 
Jobmeon.. .. .. .. .-I8 587 Atehioon.. .. .. .... B36 
Es &. s0 ce os cee: ED. Bs Ge 4 4Gs06 959 
Buffington... .. .. ... 6391 ~ — 


On the third ballot Jackson’s vote was increased to 
23,364, and Johnson’s to 17,714. It being apparent before 
the roll call was ended that Mr. Jackson was the choice of the 
Convention, all his contestants withdrew, and he was declare@ 
the nominee for Governor by acclamation. 

At that point in the proceedings Governor Price, restoring 
temporarily the chair to Col. Acock, descended to the floor 
from the Speaker’s seat, and in a neat speech placed Thomas 
C. Reynolds, of St. Louis, in nomination for Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor. Several others were also brought forward by their 
friends for that position, but before the roll call for a ballot 
was half completed they were all withdrawn, and Mr. Rey- 
nolds was declared the nominee. 

There was no abatement of the unrest and irritability of 
the delegates, or of the noise and tulmult of their proceed- 
ings on the third day of the Convention. All were tired, many 
disappointed, and a general disposition was manifested t» 
finish the work and disperse. By that time ‘‘the machine’’ 
was very apparently in full control with a prearranged pro- 
gram that defied outside interference. Having secured the 
candidates it wanted for the head of the ticket it supplied the 
balance without delay or hesitation by renominating, almost 
altogether, the officials then in place who were elected four 
years before, as follows: Col. Benjamin F. Massey, for Sec- 
retary of State; Alfred W. Morrison, for Treasurer; Wm. F. 
Moseley, for Auditor; J. Proctor Knott, Attorney General; 
N. B. Starke, Superintendent of Public Instruction; John F. 
Houston, Register of Lands; and George W. Hough, Stephen 
P. Vannoy and Dr. F. L. Davis, for Board of Public Works. 

The delegates chosen to represent the Democracy of Mis- 
souril at the Charleston national convention were Col. Sam B. 
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Churchill, John M. Krum, Col. Nat C. Claiborne, Abraham 
Hunter, James S. Craig, Austin A. King, J. T. Mence, John B. 
Clark and James M. Hughes. 

Throughout all its several sessions the Convention was 
characterized by jarring and discord and riotous disorder. 
The great party that for years had absolutely dominated the 
State was here represented by discordant elements having 
broadly divergent views that defied reconciliation. The out- 
spoken Free Soilers among the delegates were too few to effect 
serious disturbance had the rest been united; but their dissen- 
sior. was completely eclipsed by the intense personal antagon- 
ism of the Douglas and Anti-Douglas factions. The minority 
yielded but a sullen enforced acquiescence in the results of 
their contests, and the victors were not exultant, for they were 
by no means confident that their triumph was tantamount to 
ultimate success. The delegations of certain districts were 
dissatisfied because they had failed to secure the nominations 
of their local favorites; and several aspirants did not attempt 
to conceal their disappointment and disgust at having been de- 
feated for the places they wanted by present incumbents and 
chronic office seekers. Following the sine die adjournment 
of the Convention on the evening of the 11th of April, a large- 
ly attended public meeting, to ratify its action, held in front of 
the capitol was addressed in strains of stirring eloquence by 
Burnes, Claiborne, Parsons, and others, and the patriots then 
dispersed to their several homes. 

Missouri as the near neighbor of Kansas was more deeply 
stirred than many other states of the Union by the fierce 
ebulition of feeling and excitement consequent upon the start- 
ling events springing from repeal of the Missouri Compromise 
in 1854. The nomination of Lincoln for President at Chicago 
on May 16th, 1860, gave Douglas preeminence among Demo- 
erats of the northern states as the logical, and necessary, can- 
didate of their party to oppose him. But the Democracy of 
the south, having lost faith in Douglas and his political 
heresies, demanded a reliable candidate in harmony with their 
views regarding the institution of slavery and its constitu- 
tional guarantees. In the disruption of the old Whig party, 
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the birth of the new Republican organization, and the hopeless 
division of the time-honored Democracy, the culmination of 
irritating national issues long held barely in abeyance, was now 
imminent and inevitable. Finding it impossible to unite upon 
either measures or men at the Charleston convention the 
Democratic party there divided into two factions resulting in 
the «alling of a ‘‘national’’ convention by each, at which Sen- 
ator Douglas was nominated for the Presidency by one, and 
General John C. Breckenridge by the other. The Democracy 
of Missouri, by their platform of principles adopted at the 
State convention held in April, was committed to the policy 
advocated by the Breckinridge, or southern, wing of the now 
dissevered party. Therefore when Jackson and Reynolds, 
their nominees for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, pro- 
claimed themselves favorable to the election of Douglas and 
Johnson for President and Vice President. the State Central 
Committee promptly deposed them, removing their names 
from the State Democratic ticket, and substituting in their 
stead Hancock Jackson for Governor, and Monroe M. Parsons 
for Lieutenant-Governor, and endorsing all the other nominees 
for state offices, of whose loyalty to the south there was no 
question or doubt. 

Following that act of the Central Committee there ap- 
peared on June 27th, in the orthodox Democratic newspapers 
a call, signed by United States Senators James S. Greene and 
Trusten Polk, Hon. John S. Phelps, Wm. A. Harris, Peter S. 
Wilkes, Wm. C. Price, and others, to the Democracy of Mis- 
souri to meet in the several counties and select delegates to 
represent them in a State convention to be held at the State 
capitol, in September, ‘‘to adopt measures which shall insure 
unity of action.’’ The call further specified, ‘‘we also earn- 
estly recommend-the united support of the state and county 
tickets; and that the candidates for the Legislature pledge 
themselves to abide the action of the majority of their Demv- 
cratic associates. ’’ 

The State election occurred about six weeks later, on the 
6th of August, and resulted in the triumphant success of the en- 
tire ticket nominated by the Democratic State convention in 
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April. The arbitrary setting aside of Claib Jackson and Rey- 
nolds by the State Central Committee was generally ignored 
by the faithful, who voted for those distinguished statesmen, 
notwithstanding their taint of Douglasism, because they were 
the regular nominees of the then (supposedly) united party, 
and for other reasons of party expediency. 

The Democrats opposed to Douglas in all but seven 
counties of the state sent delegates to the September conven- 
tion. It was well understood that the purpose of this cun- 
vention was to effect a radical realignment of the Democratic 
party of Missouri, and place it in thorough accord with that 
of the southern states. The program laid down for its guid- 
ance was to ratify the nomination of Breckenridge and Lane; 
revise the State Central Committee and ticket of Presidential 
electors by eliminating certain weak-kneed members; to re- 
affirm and emphasize the platform resolutions of the April 
convention, and to prepare an ‘‘ Address to the People’’ ex- 
planatory of the proper attitude for Missouri to assume and 
maintain in the crisis about to confront us. Incidentally, it 
was intended to strengthen the faith of the wavering, to con- 
firm the confidence of the faithful, and to rebuke the malevo- 
lent treachery of the Missouri Republican, and shameless 
apostasy of Claib Jackson and Tom Reynolds who openly ad- 
vocated the election of Douglas. 

The delegates who had represented the pro-slavery De- 
mocracy in the April convention were, with few exceptions, re- 
elected to this assemblage. There were on this occasion no 
Free Soilers or Squatter-Sovereignty evangelists among us to 
convert our deliberations into a bedlam; nor hungry office- 
seekers to appease, but all were united in the earnest endeavor 
to adjust sundry weighty matters of public policy in accord- 
ance with the eternal principles of equity and justice. 

Had Col. R. E. Acock been with us, in the Hall of Repre- 
sentatives at Jefferson City, when the convention was called 
to order, on the 20th day of September, he would doubtless 
have been chosen its presiding officer by acclamation. But 
he was at that time in very feeble health, and died in the fol 
lowing winter. Hon. James M. Hughes, the Missouri member 
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of the Democratic national committee, called the delegates to- 
gether, who proceeded to organize the convention by electing 
for its President Hon. John W. Hancock, of Greene county. 
The Vice Presidents chosen—one from each Congressional dis- 
trict—were W. J. MelIlhaney, Dr. Edmonson, John T. 
Hughes, J. M. Fulkerson, Peter S. Wilkes, Levi Dixon, W. Y. 
Slack, Vincent W. Marmaduke, and Abraham Hunter. War- 
wick Hough and Charley Rodgers were again installed as sec- 
retaries. As in April, the delegations of each congressional 
district selected one of their number to constitute the commit- 
tee on Resolutions, as follows: Dr. J. F. Snyder, chairman; 
Thomas P. Hoy, Thomas Poole, J. B. Clark, James N. Burnes, 
John W. Reid, M. M. Parsons, William S. Moseley and Thomas 
L. Snead. As neither John B. Henderson or Sterling Price 
were among them to interpose objections, or offer suggestions 
and amendments, the task of this committee was a mere for- 
mality and soon concluded. The set of resolutions the chair- 
man drew from his pocket and read with deliberation, were, 
with one or two alterations of phraseology, accepted, without 
discussion, and presented to the convention. Their two pre- 
liminary ‘‘whereases’’ recited the failure of the mixed De- 
mveracy assembled at Charleston to nominate a candidate for 
President; and the splendid results of the convention of true 
Democrats subsequently held at Baltimore; and, therefore, 
‘Resolved, that the Democracy of Missouri still adheres with 
unfaltering fidelity to the principles of constitutional govern- 
ment that the Democratic party of the nation has always up- 
held from adoption of the Virginia resolutions of 1798 down to 
the present time.’’ Then followed declarations regarding the 
question of slavery in the Territories substantially the same as 
those adopted by the April State convention, and closing with 
fervent, unqualified endorsement of Breckenridge and Lane, 
our standard bearers ‘‘who were nominated unanimously by 
representatives of all the reliably Democratic states of the 
Union.’”’ It is scarcely necessary to add that this report of 
the committee was adopted by the convention with unanimity, 
and deafening applause. Reorganization of the State Demo- 
cratic Central Committee, and of the electoral ticket, was 
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speedily effected by striking out from both those suspicioned 
of partiality to Douglas and substituting in their stead well- 
known stalwart supporters of Breckenridge and the southern 
cause. 

The convention was in session two days with no delegate 
either tardy or absent, and a constant overflowing attendance 
of interested spectators including many ladies. Throughout 
its deliberations intense enthusiasm prevailed, and strict order 
and decorum were maintained. On the first day stirring ad- 
dresses were delivered by U. S. Senators Polk and Greene, 
who clearly and ably recounted the causes that led to the dis- 
ruption of the Democratic party, and fixing, with stinging 
censure, the responsibility for its present unfortunate situation 
upon ‘‘that prince of demagogues from Vermont who origi- 
nated the novel lunacy of Squatter Soveignty.’’ Then Burnes, 
Claiborne, and other brilliant orators who championed the 
coctrines laid down in the Jackson Resolutions, were called 
for, and responded in ringing speeches that fanned the pas- 
sionate ardor of the cheering multitude to a blaze of excite- 
ment, inspiring them with renewed confidence, and strengthen- 
ing their hope of ultimate success. 

After coming to order on the morning of the second day 
Judge Westley Haliburton, of Sullivan county, offered the 
following resolution, by instruction of the Democratic conven- 
tion of his county that had passed it, and had sent him here 
as a delegate: ‘‘Resolved, that the electors of the Democratic 
party of Missouri are hereby authorized and instructed, if 
elected next November, to cast the vote of this state for any 
candidate for the Presidency; provided that by so doing the 
election of Lincoln can be prevented; that being the first ob- 
ject of every true friend of the Union.’’ In its support the Judge 
sail the Democrats of his county who sent him here as their 
representative instructed him to employ all honorable means 
tending to effect the reunion and consolidation of the divided 
party. ‘‘Nine-tenths of them,’’ he said, ‘‘will vote for Breck- 
enridge and Lane, but the primal and most important object 
is the defeat of Lincoln; the second is success of the Demoe- 
racy throughout the Union; and the third is the success of 
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the party in Missouri. The success of our principles in the 
Union is of more importance than success in our State, and 
the defeat of Lincoln of far greater importance than either.”’ 

Mr. Burnes moved to refer the matter to the committee 
on resolutions. Mr. Phipps moved, as an amendment to the 
motion of Mr. Burnes, to lay Judge Haliburton’s resolution 
on the table—or under it. ‘‘For,’’ said he, ‘‘fusion, or re- 
union, has been offered by the Breckenridge Democracy in 
New York, and elsewhere, and everywhere rejected with con- 
tempt by the Douglasites. We are here to vote against pro- 
posed fusion, come from what quarter it may. The time for 
fusion has passed. All over the Union we have held out the 
olive branch, but it has been spurned. The vote of Missouri 
in the electoral college must and will be all cast for Brecken- 
ridge and Lane.’’ The burst of cheers that greeted his re- 
marks left no doubt that a sympathetic chord in the conven- 
tion had been touched. 

Genl. Ramsey, of St. Louis, in reply to Mr. Phipps, said 
we should be courteous to Judge Haliburton, and that inas- 
much as Douglas was as pronounced a Free-Soiler as Lincoln, 
we could safely trust this policy resolution to the considera- 
tion of the resolutions committee. Others spoke in the same 
strain, and eventually the motion of Mr. Burnes prevailed, 
and it was so referred. There it was consigned to the tomb 
of the Capulets—so to speak—and heard of no more. 

Having then no other special question before the con- 
vention resolved itself tacitly into ‘‘a committee of the 
whole on the state of the Union.’’ Hon. R. L. Y. Payton, 
State Senator from Cass County, an eloquent and ver; able 
statesman, opened the symposium with a speech of matchless 
force fiercely arraigning the Abolitionists of the North for 
their aggressive encroachments upon the rights of the patient, 
long-suffering South; and demonstrating, to the satisfaction 
of all present, that Douglas, though masquerading as a Demo- 
erat, was in reality a more dangerous enemy oi the South 
than Lincoln. The sentiments and facts he so impressively 
presented were then echoed, reiterated, and elaborated, with 
theatrical and oratorical embellishments, in addresses by D. 
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H. Donovan, Col. Churchill, and Genl. Ranney, of St. Louis, 
Peter S. Wilkes, of Green County, Parsons, Buffinzton,, and 
others. 

By a resolution unanimously adopted the St. Lonis Bulle- 
tin, and Jefferson City Examiner were declared ‘‘werthy of 
the support and confidence of all true friends of the Consti- 
tution and equality of the States.’’ Mr. Phipns offered a 
resolution in regard to ‘‘the dishonest and unscrupulous 
course of the Missouri Republican published at St. Louis,’’ 
which elicited some caustic debate and much comment un- 
complimentary to that journal, and was finally laid on the 
table, ‘‘as the sheet referred to was not worthy of the con- 
sideration of a Democratic convention.’’ 

The last and crowning act of this political love feast 
was a motion offered by Col. Hughes, and carried vocifer- 
ously, requesting and empowering the chair to appoint a com- 
mittee of four to draft and publish at an early date an appeal 
to the Democratic voters of the State; whereupon James M. 
Hughes and Thomas L. Snead, of St. Louis, Dr. J. F. Snyder 
of Polk, E. L. Edwards of Cole County, were appointed said 
committee. And then the Convention adjourned sine die. 

Neither Governor-elect C. F. Jackson, or Lieutenant- 
Governor Reynolds honored the convention on either day of 
its proceedings with their presence. Sterling Price was there, 
but only as an interested looker on. After adjournment the 
special committee last named met at the office of the Jefferson 
City Examiner and prepared the required ‘‘ Address From the 
Convention to the People of Missouri,’’ which had, in fact, 
been amply outlined by two members of the committee before 
the meeting of the delegates. It was a lengthy document 
reviewing exhaustively the history of existing political 
troubles in the State and Nation, with a strong array of con- 
vineing arguments to prove that their only, and certain, so- 
lution rested in the election of Breckenridge and Lane. It 
was published in all the newspapers friendly to the cause, 
and industriously circulated in all the counties. At that time 
there was every reason to believe that the Breckenridge wing 
of the party in Missouri was largely in the majority and 
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would elect its Electoral ticket. The fact that Missouri cast 
its vote for Douglas—enjoying the distinction of being the 
only State in the Union that did so—is explainable upon the 
hypothesis that a large proportion of the Breckenridge men 
—actuated at the last moment by the spirit of the Haliburton 
resolution—sacrificed principle to policy and voted for Doug- 
las with the hope thereby of defeating Lincoln. 
J. F. SNYDER. 
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Hempstead, first delegate to Congress from the western side of 
the Mississippi, by Hon. Thos. H. Benton. <Galena, 1875.)* 


os Address of Hon. Elihu B. Washburne and response 
of Gov. Thomas T. Crittenden on the occasion of the presenta- 
tion of the portrait of Hon. Edward Hempstead to the State of 
Missouri, Feb. 3, 1881. Jeff City, 1881. 


------ Same in German. Jeff. City, 1881. 


Henderson, Gen, John Brooks. Sketch of the career of, 
...-by Savoyard, 1905. (n. p., n. d.) 


Hicks, Hon. A. D., and Hon. John D. Young. Memorial 
exercises to...members of the Missouri State Senate. (Jeff. 
City, 1907.) 


Hildebrand, Saml. 8. Autobiography of...the renowned 
Missouri ‘‘Bushwhacker.’’ by James W. Evans and A. Wen- 
dell Keith, M. D. (Jeff. City, 1870.) 


oo Sam Hildebrand der Dick Turpin von Missouri. Von 
einem seiner Spiessgesellen. (St. L., 1870.) 


Hitchcock, Henry. Memorial, 1829-1902. (St. L., 1902.) 


Hopson, Dr. Winthrop Hartly. Memoirs of...Edited by 
his wife, Ella Lord Hopson. (Cin., 1887.) 


Hoyt, Chancellor Joseph Gibson. A eulogy on the late... 
of Washington University. By Prof. S. Waterhouse. (Phil. 
1863.) 


Hurley, Rev. William. Memoir of...Also his funeral ser- 
mon. By Stephen Fisk,M.D. (St. L., 1857.)* 
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Hutchison, Judge Thomas. Sketch of the life of...of Liv- 
ingston Co., Mo., with some account of the celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of his birth on Feb. 26,1900. (James- 
port, 1900.) 


James, Jesse and Frank. The border bandits...and their 
bands of highwaymen. By J. W. Buel. (Chi., ¢c., 1893.) 


_---- Life and adventures of...the noted western outlaws. 
By Joseph A. Dacus. (St. L., 1880, ¢., 1879.)* 


o----- Thre Iraten als Guerillas. Isenbahn, und Bank-Raeu- 
ber. (Chi., Chas. J. Heck, n. d.) 


------ Lives, adventures and exploits of...(Chi., The Stein 
Co., n. d.) 


James, Jesse and his band of notorious outlaws. By 
Welche Gordon. (Chi., 1892.) 


waseee The life, times and treacherous death of...By Frank 
Triplett. (St. L., 1882.) 


------ My Father, written by Jesse James, Jr. (Inde- 
pendence, Mo., 1899.) 


James, Frank and Jesse and the Younger brothers. Illus- 
trated lives and adventures of...By Joseph A. Dacus. (En- 
larged edit., St. L. 1881. New edit., St. L., 1882.) 


Jones, Nat T. .Memoir of...an insurance man, edited by 
H. T. Lamey. [Illustrated by W. R. Townley. (N. Y., ¢., 1900.) 


Kemper, Porf. F. T. The life of...By J. A. Quarles, D. D. 
(N. Y., n. d.) 


Kenrick, Archbishop Peter Richard. His golden jubilee. 
Fifty years a bishop. By Bertha May Ivory. ‘‘Antonia.’’ (St. 
L., 1891.) 


----- Life of... (St. L., Catholic Publ. Co., 1891.) 
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----- The two Kenricks, archbishop of Baltimore and 
archbishop of St. Louis. By John J. O’Shea. (Phil., 1904.) 


Kneisley, Capt. James W., Averill, Hon. John T., Ellis, 
Hon. John D. Memorial exercises, House of Representatives, 
Mech. 31, 1899. (Jeff. City, n. d.) 


Lampton, James Anderson Hayes. A Memorial of... Past 
Master of George Washington Lodge, No. 9, A., F. & A. M. 


By Thomas E. Garrett, St. Louis, Mch. 11, 1879. (St. L., 
n. d.) 


Larpenteur, Chas. Forty years a fur trader on the Upper 
Missouri. 1833-1873. Edited by Dr. Elliot Coues, 2 vols. (N. 
Y., F. P. Harper, 1898.) * 


Laws, Dr. Samuel Spahr. Tribute of the Alumni of the 
University of Missouri to...(Columbia, 1901.) 


Lay, Hon. Alfred Morrison. Memorial address on... (a 
Representative from Missouri), in the House and Senate. 
(Wash., 1881.) 


Learned, Rev. John Calvin. In memoriam. (St. L., 
1893.) * 


Lewis, Meriwether. . Captain...By Thomas Jefferson. 
Old South Leaflets. General Series, No. 44. (Boston, n. d.) 


Linn, Hon. Lewis F. The life and public services of Dr, 


...for ten years a Senator from Missouri. By E. A. Linn and 
M. Sargent. (N. Y., 1857.) 


------ Funeral discourse on life and character of. ..deliver- 
ed in St. Louis, Nov. 19, 1843, by John H. Linn. (St. L., 1844.)* 


------ Physician and statesman. An address by Supt. J. 
M. Greenwood. (K. C., 1900.) 


Mary Manuel. Memorials of life and character, by 
Rev. Ambrose C. Smith. (Phil. 1870.) (Privately printed.) 
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Litton, Dr. A. (Biographical sketch of...by Dr. G. C. 
Broadhead.) (Reprint from Trans. Acad. Sci., St. Louis.) 


Lovejoy, Elijah Parish. An address by Thomas Dimmock 
in St. Louis, March 14, 1888. (2 editions.) 


Ludlow, N. M. Dramatic Life As I Found It. A record 
of personal experience. (St. L., 1880.) * 


Luff, Elder Joseph. Autobiography of...one of the twelve 
apostles of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. (Lamoni, Ia., 1894.) 


Lyon, Brig. Gen. Nathaniel: Eulogy of the life and 
character of...Hon. Geo. W. Anderson, before the Legisla- 
ture, Feb., 1863. 


a----- Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and Missouri in 1861. By 
James Beckham. (N. Y., 1866.) 


------ Life by Ashbel Woodward. (Hartford, 1862.) 


McDowell, Ephraim, M. D. Biography of...the father of 
Ovariotomy. By Mary Young Ridenbaugh. (N. Y., 1890.)* 


McGinnis, Hon. James Crain. Memorial address on...a 
Representative and Senator in various General Assemblies of 
Mo. (Jeff. City, 1895.) 


McMurry, Rev. W. W. Memorial. (n. p., n. d.) 


McNeil, Maj. Gen. John. Address of Col. Wells H. Blod- 
gett at dedication of monument to memory of... (St. L., 1894.) 


McPheeters, Rev. Samuel B. Memoir by Rev. John 38. 
Grasty. (St. L., 1871.) 


McPherson, Hon, Wm. M. A sermon commemorative of 
the late... by Rev. A. H. Burlingham, D. D. (St. L., 1873.) 


Majors, Alexander. Memoirs of seventy years on the 
frontier. (Chi., 1893.) * 
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Marvin, Bishop Enoch Mather, D. D. LL. D. The life 
and labors of...By Rev. Thos. M. Finney. (St. L., 1880.)* 


o----- The life and labors of...By D. R. McAnally, 4th 
edition. (St. L., 1888.) 


Mayfield, William H., M. D. A sketch of the life of... 


By Mrs. Mary T. Valentine. (Reprint from Biography of 
Ephraim McDowell, M. D., n. p., n. d.) 


Merrill, Jacob Spencer. In memoriam. (n. p., n. d.) * 


Morton, Chas. E. and Hulda A. By W. A. Morton. (n. 
p., n. d.) 


Moss, David Hickman. In memoriam. (n. p.,n.d. Pri- 
vately printed.) 


Muir, Lulu May. ‘‘In loving remembrance.’’ W. B. 
Muir, Eldon, Mo. (Eldon, 1898.) 


Nelson, James Martin. Memoriam. (n. p., n. d.) 


Newell, Rev. A. Biography and miscellanies. (St. L., 
1894.) * 


Nollau, E.L Zur Erinnerung an Pastor. E. L. Nollau. 
Von A. Baltzer. Zweite auflage. (St. L., 1869.) 


Oliphant, Mrs. Sarah M. The funeral services of...July 
12, 1875. (n. p., n. d.) 


Owen, Mary Alicia. Biographical notice of...(From the 
British, Who’s Who, 1905.) 


[Page, Thos. Manning.] Bohemian life, of the autobiogra- 
phy of a tramp. (St. L., 1884, 1886.) 


Patton, Rev. William. Life and times of...and annals of 


the Missouri Conference. By Rev. D. R. McAnally. (St. L., 
1858.) 
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Paxton, Gen. Elisha Mankin. Memoirs and memorials... 


Brigadier Gen. C. S. A. By J. G. Paxton. (Independence, 
1905.) (Privately printed.) 


Paynter, Rev. Henry Martyn. A memoir. By his wife, 
Alice M. Paynter. (N. Y. & Chi. c., 1895.) 


Peck, John Mason. Forty years of pioneer life. Edited 
by Rufus Babeock. (Phil., c., 1864.)* 


Plant, George Poignaud. In memoriam. (n. p., n. d.) 


Post, Truman Marcellus, D. D. A biography, personal 
and literary. By T. A. Post. (Bost & Chi. ec. 1891.) 


Pope, Gen. John. Genealogy of...a chart compiled by 
Isaac H. Sturgeon. (n. p., n. d.) (Privately printed.)* 


Pope, Judge Nathaniel. By Alfred Drendorff. Presen- 
tation of portraits of Federal jurists. (Springfield, Ill.) * 


Price, Caroline V. In memoriam. A tribute of affection 


to...by her husband, James B. Price. (Jeff City, 1891. Pri- 
vately printed.) 


Price, Gen. Sterling. Address of Judge Thos. J. C. Fagg 
at the unveiling of General Price’s picture at the public li- 
brary in Louisiana, Mo., Oct. 7, 1905. (Folio.) 


Rambaut, Thos., D. D., L. L. D. Preacher and teacher. 
A sketch of the life of. ..By Norman Fox, D. D. (N. Y., 1892.) 


Read, Daniel, L. L. D. In memoriam. ..late president of the 
State University of Missouri. (Columbia, n. d.) 


Rice, Gen. John Holt... A memorial of...Compiled by 
Osear Rice. (Ft. Scott, 1905.) 


Rivhardson, Mary Louise. In memoriam. Born April 18, 
1869. Died August 10,1899. (N. Y., n.d.) 


Ridgley, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen. Sketches of...By Prof. 
Sylvester Waterhouse. (St. L., 1892.) 
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Rogers, J. K. Memorial of J. K. Rogers and Christian 
College. Edited by O. A. Carr, St. L. (ce. 1885.) 


Rollins, James Sidney. Memoir of...By Wm. Benj. Smith. 
(N. Y., 1891.) 


Rutter, John P. Thirty Years Out of the United States 
Senate. (almyra.)* 


Ranken, Mrs. Mary A. In Memoriam... Wife of Robert 
Ranken. (n. p., n. d.)* 


Ryland, John Edwin, and John Ferguson Ryland. Memo- 
rial address. By William Aull, Columbia.  (1907.) 


Sampson, Mrs. Kate Turner. In memoriam of...Colum- 
bus, Neb. (Privately printed.) 


Saugrain, Dr. Antoine Francois. A memoir of the life 
and work of...By Wm. Vincent Byars. (St. L. n. d.) 


Scarritt, Nathan. In memoriam. (n. p., n. d.)* 


Schurz, Hon. Carl. Reminiscences of...2 vols. (N. Y. 
McClure Co., 1907.)* 


a Sein Leben and Wirken. (Die Glocke, Juli, 1906.) 


— Addresses in memory of...New York, Nov. 21, 1906. 
(N. Y., n. d.)* 


Schuyler, Montgomery, D. D. An ambassador of Christ. 
Being a biography of...By Wm. Schuyler. (N. Y., 1901.) 


Schwartz, Stephen. Twenty-two months a prisoner of 
war. (St. L., 1892.) 


Shanklin, John Henderson. By H. C. McDougal. (Reprint 
from Mo. Bar Assn. Proc.) 


Sharp, Rev. James E. Faithful God; as shown in sketch 
of life of... By Rev. Geo. W. Sharp. (n. p., 1896.) 
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Shepard, Elihu H. The autobiography of...Formerly pro- 
fessor of languages in St. Louis College. (St. L., 1869.) 


4 


Sherman, Gen. Wm. T. The Sherman letters. Corre- 
spondence between General and Senator from 1837 to 1891. 
Edited by Rachel S. Thorndike. (N. Y., 1894.) 


----- Memoirs of...By himself. 2 vols. (N. Y., 1875.) 


Sherwood, Adiel, D. D Memoirs of...By his daughter. 
Phil. (1884.)* 


Sherwood, Rev. Elisha B.D. D. Fifty years on the 
skirmish line. Introduction by Rev. Geo. P. Hays, D. D. LL. 
D. Chi.and N. Y. (ce. 1893.) 


Siegel, Gen. Franz. Deukwuerdigkeiten des Generals... 
Aus den Jahren 1848 and 1849. Herausgegeben von Welhelm 
Blos. Zweite unveraenderte auflage. Mannheim, 1902. 


Slayback, Alonzo W. A memorial volume, being selec- 
tions in poetry and prose from the written thoughts of...In- 
cluding a brief biographical sketch. (St. L. 1883.) 


Smith, Calvin. The autobiography of..Smithville. Pub- 
lished by Sanford H. Robinson, Jr. (Phil. Feb., 1906.) 


Smith, Gen. Geo. R. Life of...Founder of Sedalia, Mo. 
By Samuel Bannister Harding, Ph. D. (Sedalia, 1904.) 


Smith, Elder John. Life of...By John Augustus Wil- 
liams. (Cin. 1870.)* 


Smith, John EK. Memorial services to...Held in Christian 
Church, Vandalia, Mo., March 11, 1898. (n. p., n. d.) 


Smith, Sol. Franklin. Autobiography of a retired actor. 
(N. Y., 1868.)* 


---- Theatrical journey work and anecdotal recollections 
of Sol Smith, commedian, attorney-at-law, ete. (Phil, 1854.)* 
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Smith, T.R. H.,.M.D. Memorials of the life and funeral 
services of...Late superintendent and physician of State 
Lunatic asylum, No.1, Fulton, Mo. (Columbia, 1886.) 


Smock, Mathias. Sermons and a sketch of his life. (2d 
edit. Jan., 1901. n. p., n.d.)* 


Sneed, Thos. L. and James Peckham. Two Missouri his- 
torians. Read before State Historical Society of Missouri, 
December 5, 1901. By H. E. Robinson. (Maryville, 1902.) 


Spyer, Evelyn. Biographical sketch of...(Reprint from 
F. Weber Benton, in St. Louis Magazine, 1878.) 


Starr, Rev. Frederick. A discourse commemorative of... 
Late pastor of the North Presbyterian church, St. Louis, by . 
Rev. Henry A. Nelson. (St. L., 1867.)* 


------ Memorial sermon of...Preached in Presbyterian 
church, Penn. Yan, N. Y. By Rev David Magie. (Rochester, 
N. Y., 1867.)* 


Stephens, Joseph L. [Editorial notices on the life and 
character of Joseph L. Stephens, of Boonville, Cooper county, 
Mo., selected from the journals of Missouri and other states, 
and presented to the family of deceased by the Boonville Ad- 
vertiser. (Boonville, 1881.) 


Stephens, ‘‘Lon’’ Vest. A sketch of...And why he 
should be the Democratic nominee for Governor of Missouri in 
1896, By Th. Jefferson Lowry. (St. L., 1896.) 


Still, Dr. Andrew T. Autobiography of...With a history 
of the discovery and development of the science of Osteopathy. 
(Kirksville, Mo., 1897.) 


Stockton, T. J., Sr. Life sketches and reminiscences. 
Maryville. (1898.)* 

2d edt. enlarged, Stanberry, 1886.* 

3d edit. enlarged, Stanberry, 1898.* 

(All privately printed.) 
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[Stone, E. Grandison.] A Missouri philanthropist. By 
Rev. B. D. Sipple. (Fayette, Mo., 1907.) 


Stone, Richard Cecil. Life incidents of home, school and 
church. (St. L., 1874.)* 


Swallow, Prof. Geo. Clinton. Biographical sketch of...By 
Prof. G. C. Broadhead. (Reprint from The American Geolo- 
gist. Vol. xxiv, July, 1899. | 


Talbot, Bishop Ethelbert. My people of the plains. (N. 
Y. and Lond., 1906.) 


Thompson, Geo. Prison life and reflections. Oberlin, 
1847. N. Y., 1848.* MHartford,.1849.* 1850.* 18651. 
1855.* 


Thompson. Seymour D. Memorial. ..1842-1904. (St. L. 
196+.) 


Treat, Judge Samuel... Memorial. ..1815-1902. (St. L., 
1902.)* 


Trigg, Geo. W. In memoriam...Born Nov. 30, 1846. 
Died, Nov. 14,1900. (n. p., n. d.) 


Tuttle, Right Rev. Daniel 8. Reminiscences of a mission- 
ary. By...bishop of Missouri. (N. Y., ¢., 1906.) 


Tuttle, Mrs. Sarah Ann. In memoriam... Wife of J. K. 
Tuttle. 1813-1888. (n. p., n.d.) (Privately printed.) 


Vernon, Leroy Monroe, D.D. In memoriam (n. p., n. d.) 


Vest, Hon. George Graham. Sketch of...Read at the 
Mo. Bar Assn., 1904, by Henry Lamm, of Sedalia bar. (Re- 
print from proceedings of Mo. Bar Assn.) 


Walker, James P. Memorial addresses on...A repre- 
sentative from Missouri in the House and Senate. (Wash., 
1891.) 
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Walther, Dr. C. F. W. Lebensbild, entworfen von Martin 
Guenther. (St. L., 1890.) 


White, J. U. Superintendent of the Brookfield Public 
schools. Candidate for the Republican nomination for State 
Superintendent of Public Schools. (N. Y., n. d.) 


Wyneken, H.C. Ein Lebensbild bei Adolph Fr. Th. Bie- 
wend. (St. L.)* 


Yeaman, Rev. William. Life and writings. By J. C. 
Maple. (Columbia, 1906.) 


Yeatman, Mrs. Angelica Charlotte. (Mrs. James E. Yeat- 
man.) A sermon preached at funeral, May 8, 1849, by Wm. 
A. Potts,D.D. (N. Y., 1849.)* 


Younger, Cole. The story of Cole Younger by himself, 
being an autobiography of the Missouri guerrilla captain and 
outlaw. (Chi., 1903.) 

Younger Brothers. By James W. Buel. (St. L., n. d.) 


Von Phul, Henry. Born August 14, 1784. Died Sep- 
tember 8, 1874. (Sketch of life.)* 


Wiggington, Elder W. R. Life and labors of...(n. p., 
n. d.)* 


Wyman, Nehemiah. Family memorial. Golden wedding 
of Mr. and Mrs. . (St. L., 1872.)* 
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Americans of Gentle Birth and their ancestors. A geneo- 
logical encyclopedia. Vol. 1. By Mrs. H. S. Pittman and 
Mrs. R. K. Walker. (St. L., 1903.) 


Baptists. History of the Baptists in Mo...Biographical 
sketches. By R.S.Dunean. (St. L., 1882.) 


----- History of the Baptists in Southeast Mis- 
souri, and biographical sketches. By H. F. Tong. (St. L., 
1888.)* 


Bench and Bar. The Bench and Bar of St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Jefferson City and other Missouri cities. Biographical 
sketches. (St. L. and Chi., 1884.) 


oanoe- Reminscences of the bench and bar of Missouri. By 


W. V. N. Bay, late Judge of the Supreme Court of Missouri. 
(St. L .,1878.) 


oo The history of the bench and bar of Missouri. A. 
J. D. Stewart, editor. (St. L., 1898.) 


— of Missouri. Published by the St. Louis Star. (St. 
L., 1899.) 


Bennett Family. Centennial family reunion of the de- 
scendants of Joshua Bennett. Lee’s Summit, Mo. (n. d.)* 


Boernstein, Heinrich. Fuenfunsiebzig Jahre in der Al- 
ten und Neuen Welt. 2 vols. Leipzig. (1881.)* 


Bryan Family. A short genealogy of the...Compiled by 
Henry M. Bryan, St. Louis, June 26,1895. (n. p., n. d.) 


Bryan-Akers Family. Compiled by Jesse Bryan. Pre- 
paratory edit. (St. L., 1905.) 
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Chappell Family. A geneological history of the Chap- 
pell, Dickie and other kindred families of Virginia. 1635- 
1900. By Phil E. Chappell, Kansas City. Revised edit. (K. 
C., 1900.) 


Christian Church Ministers. Historical and biographical 
sketches of the early churches and pioneer preachers of the 
Christian church in Missouri. By Rev. T. P. Haley. (St. L., 
1888 .* 


----- - Recollections of men of faith containing conversa- 
tions with pioneers of the current reformation. By W. C. 
Rogers, (Cameron, Mo.) (St. L., 1889.) 


Clark Family. History and genealogy of Samuel Clark, 


Sr., and his descendants. By Rev. Edgar W. Clark. 2d edit. 
(St. L., 1892.)* 


Part 2. (St. L., 1897.)* 


} Cone Family. Some account of the...in America. By 
| Wm. Whitney Cone, Brandonsville, Mo. (Topeka, 1903.) 


Counties. The various county histories all have much 
biographical matter; the following quartoes were entirely 
biographical : 

Atchison, (1907.) 

Buchanan and Clinton, (1893.)* 

Clay, Ray, Carroll, Chariton and Linn. (1893.)* 

Greene. (1893.) 

Jasper. (1901.)* 

Johnson and Pettis. (1895.) 

Lafayette and Saline. (1893.)* 

Marion, Ralls and Pike. (1895.)* 

Nodaway and Atchison. (1901.)* 

St. Charles, Lincoln and Warren. (1895.)* 





Dectors. Who is who in Osteopathy. By Danl. M. Carr. 
(St. L., 1900.)* 
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Duncan Family. The Duncan family register of Lewis 
Duncan and Harriet Keirnaird, his wife. By R. S. Dunean. 
(Columbia, Mo., 1905.*) 


Fox Family. A history of that part of the Fox family 
descended from Thomas Cox, of Cambridge, Mass. By N. M. 
Fox. (St. Joseph, 1899.)* 


Gardiner Family. Lion Gardiner and his descendants, 
1599-1890. By Curtiss C. Gardiner. (St. L., 1890.) 


Gill Family. History of the...By Thos. F. Gill. (Han- 
nibal, 1893.) 


Glattfelder Family. Record of. Casper Glattfelder, of 
Glattfelden, Switzerland, and his descendants. By Noah Mil- 
ler Glattfelder, M. D., St. Louis. (St. L., 1901.) 


Greene Family. The...and its branches. By Lora S. 
Le Mancee, (Pineville, Mo.) (N. Y., n. d.) 


Guerrillas. Noted guerillas, being a history of the lives 
and adventures of Quantrell, Bill Anderson, Geo. Todd, Dave 
Poole, Fletcher Taylor, Payton Long, Oll Shepherd, Arch 
Clements, John Maupin, Tuck and Woot Hill, Wm. Gregg, 
Thomas Maupin, the James brothers, the Younger brothers, 


Arthur McCoy and others. By John N. Edwards. (St. L., 
1877.) 





Hearne Family. Brief history and genealogy of the...By 
Wm. F. Hearne. (K. C., 1895.) 


Hume Family. History of the...By John Robert Hume. 
(St. L., 1903.) 


Kansas Cityans. Men who are making Kansas City. A 


biographical dictionary compiled by Geo. Creel and John Slav- 
ens, 1902. (K.C., n. d.) 


Knights Templar. Volume Two. St. Aldemar Comdy 
1894-1903. Compiled by W. P. Rickard, 1903. * 








' 
i 
4 
| 





154 MISSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW. 


Legislature. Biographical register of the members of the 
twenty-sixth general assembly. By A. Griffin, Brunswick, 
Mo., Oscar W. Collet, St. L. (1872.) * 


sree Pen pictures of the officers and members of the 
House of Representatives of the twenty-sixth general assem- 
bly of Mo. By J. T. Pratt. (n. p., 1872.) 


------ Biographical sketches in brief of the members and 
officers of the xxviii general assembly. By T. Y. Reynolds. 
(Jeff. City, 1875.)* 


------ Sketches of the Mo. legislature. (1899.)* 


------Photo and biographical sketches of the state officers 
and the thirty-eighth general assembly. Published by J. H. 
McCracken, St. L. (1895.) 


------Souvenir of the Missouri legislature, thirty-ninth gen- 
eral assembly, 1897-98. By V. M. Seroggs and Wallace J. 
Davis. (Sedalia, 1897.) 


Lewis and Kindred Families. Genealogies of the...By 
John Meriwether McAllister and Laura Bolton Tandy. (Co- 
lumbia, Mo., 1906.) 


Lincoln, Hanks and Boone Families. Some genealogical 
notes illustrating their connection. By Dr. H. E. Robinson. 
Read before the State Historical Society of Missouri, Dec. 9, 
1904. (Reprint from Missouri Histcrical Review of Oct. 1906.) 


Loring Family. Our family record, by James M. Loring. 
(St. L., 1891.) 


Ludlow Family. A genealogical history of the Ludlow 
family. By N. M. Ludlow. St. L., 1884. (Privately printed.)*® 


Macbeth and Other Families. An abstract of genealogi- 
eal collection of Malcolm Macbeth. (St. L., 1907.) 
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Marshall Family. A genealogical chart of the descend- 


ants of John Marshall. By W. M. Paxton, Platte City, Mo. 
(Cin., 1885.) 


Martin (Bailey) Family. Reminiscences of my home. 
Read at family reunion, Feb. 18, 1902. (By W. H. Martin.) 
(n. p., 2. d.) 


Masons. Biographies and engravings of grand masters, 
grand treasurers and grand secretaries of the Grand Lodge of 
Mo. 1821 to 1900. (n. p., 1901.) 


Methodists. .Pioneer Methodism in Missouri. A semi- 
centennial sermon before Mo. Annual Conf., Oct. 7, 1906. By 
Rev. Robt. R. Witten, to which is added a brief outline of his 
ancestry. (n. p., n. d.)* 


Military Order of the Loyal Legion; Missouri Command- 
ery. The society has 78 of the In Memoriams issued by the 
Missouri Commandery and earnestly desires to complete the 
set. 

Missourians. A history of Medicine in Missouri. By 
Dr. E. J. Goodwin. (St. L., 1905.)* 


----- Indian wars and pioneers of Texas. By John 
Henry Brown. (Austin, Tex., n. d.)* 


----- The book of Missourians. The achievements and 
personnel of notable living men and women of Missouri in the 
opening decade of the twentieth century. By M. L. VanNada. 
(Chi. & St. L., 1906.) 


— Saint Louis; the future great city of the world, 
with biographical sketches of the representative men and 
women, of St. Louis and Missouri. (Centennial biographical 
edition.) By L. U. Reavis. (St. L., 1876.) 


on Personal recollections of some of Missouri’s emi- 
nent statesmen and lawyers. Address of Hon. Chas. P. 


oo---- The Pioneer families of Missouri, by Wm. S. Bryan 
and Robert Rose. St. L., 1876. 
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Johnson before the State Historical Society of Missouri, and 
Press Assn., of Missouri. (St. L., 1903.) 


— Battles and biographies of Missourians of the civil 
war period of our state. By W. L. Webb. (K. C., 1900.) 
2d ed. 1903. 


o----- Five famous Missourians. (Mark Twain, R. P. 
Bland, Champ Clark, James M. Greenwood and Jos. O. 
Shelby.) By Wilfred R. Hollister and Harry Newman. (K, 
€., 1900.) 


an---- The United States biographical dictionary and 
and port ait gallery of eminent and self-made men. Missouri 
Volume. (N. Y., Chi. St. L. and K. C., 1878.) 


Moorman-Johnson Family. By Jesse Bryan. (Privately 
printed for corrections, 1907.)* 


Morton Family. Morton data. (By Daniel Morton, M. 
D., St. Joseph, 1901.) 


Negroes. Portraits and biographical sketches of the 
representative negro men and women of Missouri and Kansas. 
Chas W. Lee, Kansas City. (K. C., 1895.) 


Pioneers. Sketches of early American pioneers. By 
Rev. John Hogan. (St. L., (?) 1859.)* 


Paxton Family. The Paxtons: their origin in Scotland, 
their migrations. By W. M. Paxton, Platte City. (P. C., 1903.) 


Paxton Ancestry. Paxton ancestry, an adjunct to the 
Moorman-Johnson family. Compiled by Jesse Bryan. (St 
I.., 1906.)* 


Physicians and Surgeons. One hundred years of Medii- 
eine and Surgery in Missouri. (St. L., 1900.)* 


Revolutionary Soldiers and their descendants. Mo. edit. 
iN. Y., n. d.)*® 
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annoe- Names of Revolutionary soldiers known to be buried 
in Missouri. (Reprint from Missouri Historical Review. Oct. 
1907.) 


Robinson Family. Colonial and revolutionary ancestry. 
Some account of the New England descent of Hamline Elijah 
Robinson, of Maryville, Mo. (Maryville, 1903.) (Privately 
printed.) * 


------ The...Genealogical and historical association. (N. 
Y., 1902.) 


Second series, 1904.* 
Third series 1906.* 


St. Louisians. The creoles of St. Louis. By Paul Beck- 
with. (St. L., 1893.) 


a Greek Letter men of St. Louis. By Will J. Maxwell. 
(N. Y., 1898.)* 


------ Notable. .in 1900. By James Cox. (St. L., 1900.) 


— Old and new St. Louis. A concise history of the 
metropolis by James Cox, with a biographical appendix com- 


piled by the Central Biographical Publishing Co. (St. L., 
3894. ) 


------ A book of St. Louisians. Edited by John W. Leon- 
ard. (St. L., 1906.)* 


Stone Family. Genealogy of the Stone family (St. L.. 
187+.)* 


Walker Family. Genealogy of the descendants of John 
Walker, of Wigton, Scotland, 1600-1902. By Emma Siggins 
White, Kansas City. (K. C., 1902.) 


Western Missionaries. Western missions and mission- 
aries. By Father Peter J. De Smet. (N. Y., c. 1859.) 
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THE LOCATION OF THE CAPITAL OF MISSOURL®* 





In the year 1804 when the province of Louisiana came into 
the possession of the United States, the northern portion, in- 
cluding the country drained by the Upper Mississippi and the 
Missouri and their tributaries, was known as Upper Louisiana. 
The fur trade was the principal business, and the headquarters 
of the traders was St. Louis. This was also the town where the 
Commandant or Governor had his headquarters. There was 
but little civil rule until Missouri Territory was organized in 
1812. 

In 1804 the Court of Quarter Sessions met at the house of 
Emile Yosti in St. Louis. (1) In 1812 the Legislature held its 
first session in the house of Pierre Chouteau, Sr. (2) In De- 
cember, 1815, the second session met at the house of Madame 
Dubreuill, on Second street. (3) On October 26, 1818, a 
special session of the legislature met at E. Maury’s Hotel, on 
Second street. (4) June 12, 1820, the convention to frame a 
Constitution met at the house of William Bennett, corner of 
Vine and Third streets, probably in the house later known as 
the City Hotel. (5) During the session of this convention a 
resolution was passed that the seat of government remain in 
St. Louis until October, 1826, and after that it be at some point 
on the Missouri river within forty miles of the Osage river. (6) 
The first session of the State legislature met in St. Louis Sep- 





* All of the authorities quoted by Dr. Broadhead are in the library 
of the State Historical Society of Missouri. The files of the Missouri 


Intelligencer probably do not exist anywhere except in the library of 
this Society.—Editor. 


1. Billon; Annals of St. Louis in its Territorial Days, 9. 

2. Billon, 44. 

3. Billon, 48. 

4. Billon, 61. 

5. Missouri Intelligencer and Boon’s Lick Advertiser, June 24, 
1820. 

6. Missouri Intelligencer, July 22, 1820. 
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tember 20, 1820, at the Missouri Hotel. (7) The building is 
still standing at Main and Morgan streets. Thus for sixteen 
years or during its entire territorial existence there was no 
permanent building for a State capitol. 

At the session of the legislature which met in 1820 five 
Commissioners were appointed to select a permanent seat of 
government, with power to select four sections of iand on the 
banks of the Missouri river within forty miles of the Osage 
river. 

On October 6th the bill fixing the temporary seat of gov- 
ernment was read the third time on its passage, when Mr. 
Ledue, of St. Louis, moved to amend by inserting St. Louis; 
ruled out of order. On October 13, Mr. Geyer moved to 
strike out the Senate amendment, (which was to strike out 
Potosi and insert Cote Sans Dessein), and insert St. Louis; de- 
feated, yeas 26, noes 29, but motion to strike out Cote Sans 
Dessein was carried by 24 to 11. St. Charles was then pro- 
posed but was voted down, also Franklin, yeas 12, noes 23; 
Florissant, yeas 7, noes 28. 

Mr. Ball then moved to reconsider the vote on St. Charles. 
The question was put and decided in the negative, yeas 15, noes 
20. Mr. Rogers of Cooper moved to insert Boonville; yeas 
13, noes 22. Mr. Evans of St. Charles then moved to recon- 
sider the vote taken and carried to strike out Cote Sans Des- 
sein, (place fixed on by the Senate), which was carried in the 
affirmative. The motion of Mr. Geyer which was to strike out 
Cote Sans Dessein was withdrawn. The House then concurred 
in the amendment of the Senate (which was to strike out 
Potosi and insert Cote Sans Dessein) yeas 18, noes 17. Affir- 
mative: Alcorn, Boone, Ellston, Evans, Geyer, Harris, Johnson, 
Ledue, Lillard, McFarland, MeGirk, Munro, Musick, Rogers, 
Smiley, Smith, Walton and Wright; negative; Bates, Ball, De- 
vore, English, Hudspeth,, Musick, Murphy, McFerron, Parmer, 
Rutter, Rolf, Rubottom, Stewart, Strother, Stephenson, Waters 
and Caldwell, the Speaker. (8) 

4, Missouri Intelligencer, Sept. 30, 1820. Switzler’s History of 
Missouri, 212. 


8. For the debates and votes, October 6th to 13th, see Missouri 
Intelligencer, Nov. 4, 1820. 
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On October 14th, the engrossed bill providing for the lo- 
eation of the permanent seat of government of the State of 
Nissouri was read a third time and passed, and the Senate 
was informed thereof and their concurrence desired there- 
to. (9) 

On October 23, a message from the Senate was received, 
through Mr. McGirk, stating ‘‘That the Senate do insist on the 
third amendment to the bill entitled ‘An act to Locate the per- 
manent Seat of Government of the State of Missouri,’ and 
that they do recede from the fourth amendment, and the bill 
is herewith sent to the House of Representatives’; whereupon 
the House ‘Resolved, that this House insist on their disagree- 
ment to the third amendment of the Senate to the said bill and 
request a conference on the subject of said disagreement be- 
tween both houses on said bill,’ ’’ and they appointed Messrs. 
Stewart, Geyer and Parmer a committee for the purpose of such 
conference on the part of the House, and the Senate was in- 
formed thereof, and their concurrence requested to said con- 
ference. (10) 

On October 24th, the House took up the bill entitled ‘‘ An 
Act Fixing the Temporary Seat of Government of the State of 
Missouri,’’ and on motion of Mr. MecGirk, to fill up the blanks 
with the words ‘‘Franklin, in Howard County,’’ the question 
being put was decided ‘n ‘ce negative. Motions vere sue 
cessively made for inserting St. Charles, Boonville, St. Louis, 
Ste. Genevieve, Herculaneum, and all were decided in the nega- 
tive. Mr. Parmer then moved to reconsider the motion of 
Mr. McGirk to fill the blank with Franklin and the motion was 
carried; yeas 20, noes 19. (11) The legislature passed the bill 
fixing the temporary seat of government at St. Charles. (12) 
It adjourned on December 12, 1820, after a session of eighty- 
four days. St. Charles was agreed upon by a majority of one 
vote. But for the death of John Ray, of Howard, it might 


9. Missouri Intelligencer, Nov. 11, 1820. 
10. Missouri Intelligencer, Nov. 18, 1820. 
11. Missouri Intelligencer, Nov. 11, 1820. 
12. Missouri Intelligencer, Dec. 2, 1820. 
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have been Franklin. The absence also of certain members, 
b; their returning home, affected the result. (13) 

The Governor issued a notice dated St. Charles, April 20, 
1821, calling the Legislature to assemble on June 4th, at St. 
Charles. In accordance with said notice the Legislature did 
convene on the 4th day of June. At this session an act was 
passed supplementary to an act entitled, ‘‘An Act Providing 
for the Location of the Permanent Seat of Government.’’ The 
committee of the House, at this session, on permanent seat of 
government consisted of Rubottom, Biggs and Allen. (14) 

On November 5th the legislature met in St. Charles. On 
November 10th, Mr. Rubottom from the committee on the 
permanent seat of government, reported that the Commission- 
ers had selected the half of a tract of land at Cote Sans Des- 
sein containing 392 acres which has a front of 192 poles, some 
of which are above the lower front of the Cote and the re- 
mainder, 112 poles, below it with a depth of 114 poles. They 
have examined the title papers, and it appears that a patent 
issued to Baptiste Duchouquette and a deed of relinquishment 
has heretofore been made from the original patentee to Angus 
L. Laughan, who proposes to make a donation to the State, 
which donation your Committee advise shall be accepted. (15) 
On November 30th, the House in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Waters delivered a lengthy speech in opposition to the report 
of the committee on permanent seat of government. (16). Up 
to February, 1822, the consideration of the matter of the per- 
manent seat of government had taken up much time. (17) The 
committee on the judiciary had the title to the land at Cote 
Sans Dessein under consideration and had reported on the dif- 
ferent claims. The Commissioners recommended for the consid- 
eration of the House two places, viz.: Cote Sans Dessein and 
Howard’s Bluff. (18) The latter place was finally selected 
and there the city of Jefferson was laid out. 





13. Missouri Intelligencer, Dec. 9, 1820. 
14. Missouri Intelligencer, Nov. 20, 1821. 
15. Missouri Intelligencer, Nov. 27, 1821. 
16. Missouri Intelligencer, Dec. 18, 1821. 
17. Missouri Intelligencer, Dec. 25, 1821. 
18. “Missouri Intelligencer, June 11, 1821. 
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The hills of Jefferson City rise to over 150 feet in height, 
but are easily climbed by long slopes up the side valleys, mak- 
ing the ascent easy to the hill top. The hill on which the capi- 
tol was built is steep and almost inaccessible on the river side 
but is easily reached by gentle slopes on every other side. Cote 
Sans Dessein is a long narrow hill about a half a mile or three 
quarters long and over eighty feet high, but. only a few hundred 
feet wide. The river bluffs may be a mile back from this hill 
and are separated from Cote Sans Dessein by a flat bottom over 
which the river may sometimes pour its waters. There were 
four different tracts of land offered for the State Capital from 
which the Commissioners made their selection which was ap- 
proved by the Legislature. 

In obedience to provisions of the 14th section of the act 
to provide for the sale of certain lots and the building of a 
«tate house in the City of Jefferson, approved December 19. 
1822, an advertisement dated City of Jefferson, January !6, 
1823, (19) and signed by Josiah Ramsey, Jr., John C. Gordon 
and Adam Hope, Trustees, offered two hundred lots for saie on 
the first Monday of the next May, agreeably to the provisions 
of the General Assembly of the State of Missouri entitled, ‘‘ An 
Act to provide for the Sale of Certain Lots and the Building of 
a State House in the City of Jefferson,’’ the permanent seat of 
government of the state. The aforesaid Trustees did adver- 
tise said sale of lots; also at the same time to let the building 
and finishing of a good brick building sixty feet long, forty 
feet wide well laid and two stories high, three rooms and a 
passage on each floor, with a fire place well finished. The 
Trustees caused two hundred lots selected by them to be offered 
for sale to the highest bidder; Wyncook Warner eried the sale 
and Jesse F. Royston acted as clerk of the sale. The sale of 
lots amounted to $6540.75, and on the day of the sale the 
Trustees let the contract for the building the capitol to Daniel 
Colgan, Jr., for $24,739. (20) 





19. Missouri Intelligencer, Feb. 25, 1823. 


20. Report of the Commissioners to the General Assembly, Nov. 
7, 1824. Folio. 
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The Commissioners in their report to the General Assembly 
of date of Nov. 7, 1824, stated that the provisions of the act of 
the legislature providing for the building of a State capitol had 
been fulfilled, lots had been sold, the building was up and cov- 
ered in, and that the Trustees had superintended its construc- 
tion throughout. The Commissioners added certain suggestions 
as regards improvement of streets and alleys. 

The legislature met in St. Charles from June, 1821, to De- 
cember, 1826. After that it met in Jefferson City. The 
building still stands where the Legislature held its sessions in 
St. Charles. It is in a brick row on the east side of Main 
street between Clay and Madison. The Ruenzi Hotel stood on 
the corner of Madison and Main. The building next on the 
south of the Ruenzi Hotel and extending to Clay was the build- 
ing in which the legislature held its sessions. The building 
was at other times occupied below by stores and by families 
upstairs. The Legislature used the upstairs rooms. At one 
time one of the large rooms upstairs was used for Episcopal 
Church services. The front of the row is close to the side- 
walk. The building is now probably nearly one hundred 
years old. (21) 

GARLAND C. BROADHEAD. 





21. Information as to the St. Charles building from Mr. H. C. 
Lackland. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI SOCIETY OF TEACH- 
ERS OF HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT. 


t 





Isidor Loeb, Columbia, President. 
E. M. Violette, Kirksville, Anna Gilday, Kansas City, 
Vice President. Secretary and Treasurer. 





THE JOPLIN MEETING. 


The History Section of the State Teachers’ Association 
held two sessions during the meeting of the Association at 
Joplin on Dec. 26-28. The first session, held on the afternoon 
of the 26th, was far from being what it had been intended to 
be. Arrangements had been made to have four papers on 
different subjects in Ancient, Medieval and Modern, English, 
and American History, and announcements had been made 
to that effect. But unfortunately for the success of the ses- 
sion three of the four men were unable to attend. The Chair- 
man, fearing the effects of having three of the four papers 
read by proxies,abandoned the programme for the first ses- 
sion entirely, and notified the fourth man to that effect. At 
the first session it was necessary to explain the situation to 
the large crowd that had been attracted by the programme 
as announced. Opportunity was then given to those who re- 
mained after the situation had been explained, to discuss any 
topics they cared to suggest, and a few minutes were spent 
in discussing the ‘‘Value of the Study of Oriental History.’’ 
A committee was appointed to consider the advisability of 
effecting a more definite organization of the history teachers 
of the state. 

At the second session on the afternoon of the 27th, there 
was a fairly good attendance of history teachers. According 
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to previous arrangements this session was given over to a 
round table conference on ‘‘Problems in the Teaching of His- 
tory in High Schools and Academies.’’ Miss Anna Gilday of 
the Manual Training High School of Kansas City was the 
leader of the conference and did much by her enthusiasm to 
make it a success. 

The first problem that was considered was ‘‘The Use of 
Illustrative Material.’’ Miss Ella Helm of Webb City had 
been assigned to lead the discussion of this topic. Instead of 
reading a paper upon the subject, Miss Helm brought over 
from Webb City her Senior Class, and had them present sev- 
eral scenes from the Constitutional Convention of 1787. The 
members of the class impersonated the different members of 
the Convention and went through the process of organizing 
the Convention by electing George Washington as President 
of the Convention and receiving the reports of the Committees 
on Credentials and on Rules and Regulations. The plans of 
Randolph of Virginia and of Patterson of New Jersey were 
given in outline, as were also the views of Madison and Ham- 
ilton. The famous speech of Franklin, in which he moved that 
daily prayers be offered in the Convention, was given ver- 
batim. The whole exercise was a very pleasing and instruct- 
ive one. It showed that the class had been at work with some 
of the original sources on the Convention and was able from 
that work to dramatize certain portions of it very success- 
fully. After this exercise was over Miss Helm explained that 
she was accustomed to have each of her classes in American 
History organize itself into a Constitutional Convention and 
present such scenes as had been presented to the History Sec- 
tion. Others spoke of their efforts at dramatizing various 
events and epochs in history, and reported the results as well 
worth their extra trouble. Others spoke of the excellent re- 
sults obtained from the use of pictures, stereopticon views, 
and the like in making real the past. 


Two other topics were considered. Miss Ora Cupp of 


Carthage read a paper on ‘‘How to Get High School Students 
to Study’’, and Superintendent Louis Theilmann of Bonne 
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Terre read another paper on ‘‘Selecting the Essentials.’’ Both 
were most interesting indeed. Miss Cupp’s prescription for 
her problem was to make definite assignments of work and 
to let the student know that he was expected to make due ef- 
fort to prepare the same. She also brought out the fact that 
the teacher ought to have some personal acquaintance with 
his students in order to awaken their interest and get them 
at their work in real earnestness. Superinten lent Theilmann 
emphasized the importance of having the student see for him- 
self what is the essential in any subject in history that is 
being studied. He was very much opposed to spending too 
much time on details for fear the student would not be able 
to grasp the thing that made the subject under consideration 
of importance. Both papers elicited much enthusiastic dis- 
cussion in a free and informal way. 

Two other papers were to have been read, one on ‘‘The 
Use of Library References’’, and another on ‘‘The Use of 
Original Sources’’, but those who were to have read them 
were not present. There would have been but little time for 
them however as the other topics had been of such great in- 
terest as to consume more time than had been anticipated. 

At this session some rather important business was trans- 
acted. The Committee that had been appointed at the pre- 
ceding session reported in favor of organizing a Missouri So- 
ciety of Teachers of History and Government, and recom- 
mended that the following persons be elected officers for the 
ensuing year and be empowered to draft a constitution: Pro- 
fessor Isidor Loeb, President; Professor E. M. Violette, Vice 
President; Miss Anna Gilday, Secretary and Treasurer. The 
report was unanimously adopted. This committee has made 
a beginning towards drafting the Constitution and may be 
able to finish it in time to get it inserted in this issue of the 
Review. 

The experience of the past two years has shown that the 
program that deals with the pedagogical side of history 
teaching should be put in the form of a round table confer- 
ence. Such a program eliminates the long papers and gives 
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ample opportunity for free and informal discussion of ques- 
tions regarding methods of teaching. The interest that was 
awakened in the program for the first day’s session this year, 
as was indicated by the large attendance, seems to warrant 
the assertion that it would be advisable to have a part of 
the program of every meeting of the Society given up to the 
reading of papers on topics in history. If men and women 
who have made a specialty of certain fields of history will 
consent to prepare papers on certain topics within their spe- 
cial fields, and give in them the results of their investigation, 
they will lend an additional interest to the meetings. It is 
to be hoped that the failure to carry out this part of the pro- 
gram this time will not influence those who have charge of 
the programs for future meetings of the Society so that 
they will not undertake to realize this plan. 


E. M. VIOLETTE. 
Kirksville, Missouri, Jan. 1, 1908. 














SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held in the Aca- 
demic Building of the State University at Columbia, December 
17, 1907. 

Papers were read as follows: 

The Bethel and Aurora Community 

W. G. Bek, Instructor in the University of Missouri 
The State Archives at Jefferson City 

Jonas Viles, Professor in the University of Missouri 
The Democratic State Convention of 1860 (read by title). 

Dr. J. E. Snyder, Ex-President of the Illinois State 

Historical Society. 

Rufus King and the Missouri Compromise 

F. C. Hockett, Professor in Central College 
The Spanish in the Revolutionary War 

C. W. Alvord, Professor in the University of Illinois 
The Nativity of the Early Settlers of Columbia, Mo. 

J. M. Wood 

The President of the Society, Dr. Hamline E. Robinson, 
having died during the year, Dr. Isidor Loeb, the First Vice 
President occupied the chair. , 

The following trustees were elected for a term expiring 
with the annual meeting in 1910: 

Father John Rothensteiner, St. Louis. 

Dr. John H. Britts, Clinton. 

J. West Goodwin, Sedalia. 

Chas. M. Harvey, St. Louis. 


Dr. Isidor Loeb, Columbia. 
W. R. Nelson, Kansas City. 


L. A. Martin, Chillicothe. 




















MISSOURI STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 169 


The Secretary, F. A. Sampson, read his annual report 
showing that the accession list of the library had increased 
1,555, now numbering 14,003. Of pamphlets and of duplicates 
not appearing in the accession list the increase had been about 
as in former years. Since the last meeting 159 persons ap- 
plied for membership, making the total membership at this 
date 246. 

The names of these 159 persons were presented and they 
were all elected members. 

The following persons were elected Corresponding mem- 
bers of the Society: 

Judge John F. Philips, Kansas City; Hon. Phil E. Chap- 
pell, Kansas City; Judge John F. Parkinson, Kansas City; 
Judge Walter B. Douglas, St. Louis; Miss May Simonds, St. 
Louis; Hon. Chas. P. Johnson, St. Louis; Dr. G. C. Broadhead, 
Columbia; Hon. Louis Houck, Cape Girardeau; Judge John L. 
Thomas, DeSoto; Judge E. H. Norton, Platte City; Warren Up- 
ham, Sec. Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.; R. G. 
Thwaites, See. Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison, 
Wis.; Geo. W. Martin, Sec. Kansas State Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas; Thos. M. Owen, Director Department of His- 
tory and Archives, Montgomery, Ala.; Prof. C. W. Alvord, 
Sect. Illinois Historical Library Commission, Springfield, Ill.; 
Prof. Benj. F. Shambaugh, Sect. State Historical Society of 
Iowa; and Dr. J. F. Snyder, Ex-Prest. Ill. State Historical 
Society, Virginia, Ill. 

In the meeting of the Executive Committee the following 
officers were elected: 

President, W. O. L. Jewett, of Shelbina. 

First Vice President, Dr. Jonas Viles, Columbia. 

Second Vice President, Dr. Isidor Loeb, Columbia. 

Third Vice President, John W. Million, Mexico. 

Fourth Vice President, W. R. Nelson, Kansas City. 

Fifth Vice President, W. R. Painter, Carrollton. 

Sixth Vice President, Perry S. Rader, Jefferson City. 

Treasurer, R. B. Price, Columbia. 
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NOTES. 


The War Department is compiling a complete roster of 
the Confederate soldiers, and Capt. James W. Allen, Missouri 
Trust Building, St. Louis, has charge of collecting the data 
for Missouri. He has already sent to Washington over 3,000 
documents from which lists are made. Veterans, Sons of Vet- 
erans, and Daughters of the Confederacy are earnestly re- 
quested to send documents to Capt. Allen, and all such docu- 
ments will be returned to the owners. 


A late report of the Kentucky State Historical Society 
shows that it is getting many oil paintings of Governors and 
other prominent people of the State. It is to be hoped that 
the friends or relatives of prominent Missourians will give 
to our Society portraits to be preserved in its collections. 


The Daughters of the American Revolution in Kentucky 
have erected a monument on the site of Fort Boonegboro which 
was established by Daniel Boone 132 years ago. The Legis- 
lature failed in several sessions to pass an appropriation for 
the purpose, and the ladies of above organization finally took 
up the matter and accomplished it. 





NECROLOGY. 


Simmons, Hon. James R., was a member of the 34th Gen- 
eral Assembly, 1887, from Texas county. He died at his 
home in Simmons, Nov. 12, 1907. He was born in Marshall 
county, Tennessee, January 10, 1848; came to Missouri with 
his father, Lewis Simmons, when he was seven years old, 
where his father located on Piney river, and his home ever 
after was within three miles of that place. His father died 
in 1864, leaving him the oldest-child of the family, and he 
was able to get only a common school education. He was an 
active farmer and stock dealer. 

He was one of the electors on the National Palmer and 
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Buckner Democratic ticket, and a State Committeeman from 


his district. He was a Mason and Odd Fellow and was buried 
by Cabool Masonic Lodge. 


W. H. Adams, the first publisher of a weekly paper and 
later of the first daily paper in the State of Kansas, died at 
Springfield, Mo., Dec. 13th, at the age of 84 years. 

In September, 1854, he went to Leavenworth, Kansas, 
taking with him a plant for a newspaper. On arriving there 
he was unable to secure a building and he set up his plant 
under an elm tree on the banks of the river at the foot of 
what was then Front street, and under that tree the first pa- 
per published in Kansas, the Kansas Herald, dated September 
14, 1854, was issued. 

In 1860 Mr. Adams sold his plant, and bought the Union 
at Atchison, and changed it to a daily upon the day that Fort 
Sumpter was fired upon. A year later he sold it and started 
the Daily Inquirer at Leavenworth. His office was afterward 
sacked by a mob. He was engaged in other papers, and only 
lately retired from active work. 


John Welborn, was born near Aullville, Lafayette county, 
Missouri, November 20, 1857; was educated in the common 
schools and Warrensburg Normal School; and admitted to 
the bar at an early age. He served as recorder of the City 
of Lexington and afterwards as mayor. Governor Dockery 
appointed him a curator of the Warrensburg Normal School, 
and in 1904 he was elected to Congress from the Seventh 
Congressional District on the Republican ticket, but failed of 
election two years later. He died at Lexington of paralysis 
October 27, 1907. 
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